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Legislative Assembly.

Wednesday, 13th October, 1948.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

NOXIOUS WEEDS,

As to Cape Tulip,
Mr. GRAYDEX asked the Minister for
Lands:

(1) Is he aware that many paddecks
along Albany Highway hetween Perth and
Kelmscott are thickly covered with cape
tulip?

A0

{2) Is he aware that from year to year
this weed is obtaining a stronger hold in
this loeality?

(3) Have investigalions by the Agricul-
tural Department established that this weed
is being spread thvoughout the State in the
distribution of plants of various kinds, from
gavdens in this area?

(4) Does he contemplate taking any
further steps to counteract the spread of
this weed?

(8) If =0, what steps?

The MINISTER replied:

{1} Yes.

(2) Yus,

(3) Yes,

(4) Yes.

(5) With a view to finding more effective
eontrol measnres, the Department of Agri-
culture is co-operating with the Waite Agri-
cultyral Research Institute, South Au--
tralin, in an Australia-wide investigation.

LIQUOR,
As to Checks for Aduiteration at Royal
Show.

Mr. GRAYDEN asked the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Police:

(1) Under whose anthority was liquor on
sale ar the Roval Show booths cheeked for
adulterntion ?

(2) What was the result of the investi-
gations?

. The MINISTER FOR HOUSING re-
plied:

(1) Inspections were made by an In-
spector of Liquors as authorised under Part
10 of the Licensing Act, 1911-1922,

{2) No breaches of the Licensing Aect
were detected.

STATE LLECTRICITY COMMISSION.
Asg to Control of Staff, ete.

Mr. NALDER asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) To whom is the staff of the State
Electrieity Commission responsible, and/or
from whom are they receiving instructions?

(2) Is it a fact that on 19th August the
Chairman of the Commission {Mr. Dumas)

advised the staff that in future they would
receive directions from Mr. F. C. Edmond-
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son (Deputy Chairman of the Commission) ?
If so, what remuneration is he receiving?
(3) Has Mr. Edinondson at any tine been
in eharge of a power station or stations?
If s0, when and where?
(4) Has he ever been responsible for the
operation of a steam power station?

(3) Has he ever been responsible for the

design  and/or construction of z power

station the =ize of East Perth or South Fre-
mantle? If so, when and where?

{6) What arrangements, if any, are being
made to fll the vacaney oecasioned by the
retirement of the former general manager?

The MINISTER replied:

{1) Heads of various sections under the
general direction of the Chairman and Vice-
Chairman of the Cemmission.

(2) Answered by (1),

(3} Yes—goldhields of Western Australia.

(4) Yes.

(5] No, bnt Mr. Edmondson’s qualifica-
tions were considered by the Sydney County
Council of snch hich order that he was
selected as one of the final two for personal
mterview for the position of General Man-
ager from applicants from this State and
other States in Austvalia.  The Sydney
County Couneil’s undertaking includes the
Bunneronz DPower Station, many times
larger than Fast Perth or South Fremantle
Stations.

(6) Cahinet is at present giving econ-
sideration to this matfer.

BLACK DLAMONT COAL LEASES,
As to Nature of Tenure, ete.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Mines:

(1) TIs it a fact that all leasehold tene-
ments embodied in what is known as the
Black Diamond Leases converted to an estate
in fee simple after acqnisition by the State
Electrieity Commission?

(2) If =0, is Jand =till in the state of fee
simple, or has any of the property been con-
verted to leasehold tenure? .

(3) What is the nature of the tenure of
this property, and have the legal require-
ments heen complied with in its return to the
Amalgamated Collieries (W.A.) Limited?

(4) If Amalgamated Collieries (W.A.)
Limited have not complied with the coven-
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ants of the law in order to get legal pos-
session of this property, under what section
and what Act are they now operating and
on what actual tenement are mining opera-
tions being carried out?

The MINISTER FOR IIOUSING re-
plied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Land is still in tee simple.

(3 and 4) The Amalgamated Collieries of
W.A. Limited are operating on what is
known as the “Black Diamond” Leascs by
special arrangement with the Government in

order to expedite production of urgently
needed coal.

ROALDS.
As to Allocations to Road Boards.

Hon, A. R. (. HAWKTE asked the Min-
ister for Works:

{1} In conneetion with the answers given
in Parliament on his behalf on 28th Sep-
temher last regarding general allocations to
road boards for developmental roads, will
be now stute the names of those hoards to
whicl: allocations of over £1,000 were made
durinT the vear 1047-48; also those to re-
ceive similar allocations to date during the
current vear, 1948-19¢%

{2) Will he stute the amount paid to each
of the road boards concerned?

The MINISTER replied:

{11 XNarvembecn, Kondinin, Corrigin,
Gnowangerup, Kent and Lake Grace, and
there is no alteration for 1948-1919.

(2) Narembeen Road Board, 1947-18,
£2,000; 1948-4%, £2,000. Kondinin Read
Board, 1947-48, £2,000; 1948-49, £2,000.
Corrigin  Road Board, 1047-48, £€2.000:
1948-49, £2,000, Gnowangerup Road Board,
1947-48, £1,500; 1948-49, £1,500. Kent Road
Board, 1047-48, £2,000: 1948-49, £2,000.
T.ake Grace Road Board 1947-48, £2,000;
1948-49, £2,000.

SUPERANNUATION ACT.
Az to Retired Government Employees.

Mr. BRADY asked the Premier:

{1) Has the Government yet made a de-
cision regarding the payment of pensions to
retired railway employees and others simi-
larly affected under the 1871 Aect?

R R, 4
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(2) If it has, what deecision has heen
made?
~ The PREMIER replied:

(1) and {2) The maiter is receiving the
consideration of the Government,

LAND SALES CONTROL ACT.
As to Exemption of Business Premises.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Lands:

(1) On what date was it decided to ex-
¢lude business premises from sales control?

(2) Was the decision made by Cabinet or
by the Minister?

(3) What was the reason for the sudden
alteration of policy on this matter?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) 16th September.

(2) By Cabinet.

(3) Answered by Nos. (1) and (2).

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT. )

Introduced by Mr. Yates and read a first
time.

BILLS (2)—REFORTS.

1, Marriaée Act Amendment.
2, Registration of Births, Deaths and
Marriages Act Amendment.
Adopted.

-

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS.
As to Postponement.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R, MeLarty—
Murray-Wellington) [4.401: T'nove—

That items 2 to 6 be postponed until after

the consideration of Order of the Day No. 7.

HON. J. B, SLEEMAN (Fremantle)

[4.41]1: T do not know whether the House
will be in order in agreenig to the postpone-
ment amongst other items, of a notice of
motion. OQur Standing Orders state that if
a member is not in his place when the item
is called on, it goes by the board. I am not
anxious to get on with the business of
appointing managers to eonfer with Couneil
managers on the New Trgetors, Motor
Vehicles and Fencing Materials Control
Bill, but T do not want the House fo do
anything that is wrong. T should like vour
ruline, Mr. Sneaker, whether we shall be in
order in postponing a notice of motien
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standing in the name of a private member,
seeing that this is private members' day and
that private members’ business on this day
takes precedenee over Government business.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question raised is
whether the notice of motion may be post-
poned. The effect of postponing would not
be to destroy it; it would be merely a tem-
porery postponement of perhaps a quarter
or half an hour, and I take it that this is a
matfer the House ean determine hy its vote.
I see no objection to the Premier’s motion.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAXN: Is it in order
for the Premier to move for the postpone-
menl of private members’ business? You,
Mr. Speaker, have said that it will probahly
be for a matter of only a quﬁrt(’r or half an
hour. It is only a matter of degree whether
we postpone this husiness for one hour or
24 hours; the principle is the same. T ask
whether the Premier is in order in moving
for the postponement of private memhers’
bnsiness on private members’ day. T elaim
that he is not in order.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is one for
the House to decide. As I have pointed out,
it will not he a mafter of destroving the
motion; it will be merely a temporary post-
ponement.

Question put and passed. .

BILL—NEW TRACTORS. MOTOR
VEHTCT.ES AND FFNCING
MATERIALS CONTROL.

Council’s Message.

Message from the Council insisting upon
its amendments now considered.

In Committee.

. Mz. Perkine in the Chair: the Minister for
Tracsport in charge of the RBill.
The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I
move—
That the Assembly continues to disagree
with the amendments made by the Council.
Question put and passed.
Resolution - reported and
adopted.

Assemblyf's Request for Conference.

The MINTSTER FOR TRANSPORT: 1
move— .
Ttat the, Commeil be requested to grant a
conference on the amendments insisted on by
the Couneil ~nd that the managers -for the

the report
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Assembly be the member for North-East Fre-
mantle, the member for Irwin-Moore and the
mover,

Hon. J, T. TONKIN: Before the
House agrees to the motion for a
conference, we ought to know where
we stand. I noticed a report in

this morning’s “West Australian” stating
that the Minister representing the Govern-
ment in another place actually moved that
one of the amendments desired by the
Couneil be insisted on. Withie my experi-
ence, the representative of the Government
in the Council invariably puts forwerd the
point of view of the Government, and the
point of view of the Government is that all
the amendments that the Council seeks to
make should not be agreed to. That was the
attitude the Minister adopted here.  The
newspaper repori, under the heading “Con-
trol Bill,” stated—

Mr, Wood moved to insist upon the amend-
ment made to limit the eontrol of the distribu-
tion of motor vehicles to cars over 12 horse-

’;‘ower and trucks up to a capacity of one ton.
he motion waa agteed to on the voices.

There is an example of a member of the
Government taking a line of action which is
contrary to that adopted by the Government
in this House. That Minister will doubtless
be one of the managers appointed by
another place to represent the Council at a
conference, and so we shall be in the posi-
tion that representatives of the Government
in the Assembly will be arguing to attain
one objective while the representative of the
Government in the Council will be taking
sides with the Council against the desires
of the Government. That is a most nnusual
state of affairs and one which will render
the conference a farce. I wonder whether
we ought to participate in a conferenee un-
der those eonditions.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I have been telling
you that for weeks.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: This is not on all
fours with what heppened previously, but
ia very close to it. The Minister for Trans-
port rose in his place and waxzed very
indignant aMout referenaes made on this
side of the House to what had happened at
the previous conference, but this sort of
thing justifies the remarks made on that
occeston. We felt that we were being
double-erossed. T do not wish to anticipate
what my eolleague mav sav later on, but
here is certainly an indication that we may
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have a repetition ¢of what happened before.
Surely the Government knows where it
stands on a matter of policy and can ensure
that its Ministers at least are consistent!
We should not be put in the position of
having Ministers in this House taking one
line of action while Ministers in another
place take a different line of action. How
can we determine what the Government
really desires, whether it is in earnest in the
intention to have a conference or whether
it is just making a show? I should like to
have a statement from the Premier and some
explanation of the conduct of the Minister
in the Legislative Counneil.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I agree
with a lot of what the member
for North-East Fremantle* has said.

TUnfortunately, during the last few weeks,
I have not received much help in my atti-
tude to these conferences. However, I
snggest to the member for North-East Fre-
mantle that there is & way in which the
Council may get over the difficulty and
that is for the Couneil to bhallot for its
mansgers and leave the Minister who has
adopted this attitude off the econference.
After a Minister has made such a statement,
he should certainly not be included in the
managers. I am getting full up of confer-
ences and I think we should have no mare
of them,

Mr. MARSHALL: This is certainly
very strange procedure, the first of its sort
that T have experienced in a period of 27
years. .o

The Minister for Lands: What proced-
ure?

Mr. MARSHALL: The Government in-
troduced a measure and . the 'Legislative
Couneil made various amendments. With
those amendments the Government dis-
agreed, but now we have a Minister in an-
other place deliberately initiatine hostility
to Ministers in this Chamber. What sort
of a (Government is this?

Mr. Bovell: A free and unfettered Gov-
ernment.

Mr. MARSHALL: A free and unfettered
remnant of a (Government. THers is no-
thing solid at all ahout it.

Mr. Gragham: A rabble.

Mr. MARSHALL: A complete rahble.
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Hon. J..B. Sleeman: Did not the Premier
say thet a Minister who did not agree with
the Government ought to get out?

Mr. MARSHALL: I want to know where
the (fiovernment stands, When legislation
is introduced, surely that is something to
which the (fovernment subseribes and some-
thing to which every Minister is expected
to adhere strictly! Opr are we to have
what we are now experiencing? The 1ncas-
ure was rent with eriticism and opposition
in another place and Ministers are not solid
in their attitude. What can the publie
think of a team of such individuals, who
ciaim to he a strong Goverument, o« Govern-
ment to he depended upon, a Government
solid on the matter of policy? Yet, on many
pieces of legislation, there seems fo he a
difference of opinion. That has happened
now on two or three oceasions. This is
the preat solid Government that was going
to ensure that all sections of the community
were protected, in defiance of the Legis-
lative Council, of eourse.

Mr. May: Free and unfettered!

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. They would soon
see¢ that any legislation thai they brought
down would be strictly eonformed to by
their’ followers at least. Yet we have a
Minister deliberately ipitiating hostility to
the Government. He did not wait for some-
one else, but started it himself. He got in
early. He commenced the brawl. This is
the very strong Government that was
talked ahout!

Hon, A, H. Panton: Read the top of the
paper. 1t ia a strong Government,

Mr. MARSHALL: Unfortunately my
sight is like my hearing.
The Premier: Come on, let us hear it!

Mr. MARSHALL: That turns it into a
pantomime when one reads ‘‘Liberals seen
as an gnchor.’”’ That is too farcical alto-
gether. The members of the Government
are in the mire all right. They cannot re-
main solid on any given point. After all,
we do expect members of the Government
to remain loyal to their own legislation at
the very least, whatever the followers of
the Government may do, even though they
may break away, which is not unusnal. 1
have done that myself. But at least Min-
isters should remain Joyal to one another.
This is the first Government of which I
know that has found itself in the invidious
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position of Ministers deserting it because
u few members in this House or another
place have heen at variance with legislation
introduced by the (Government as a matter
of policy. The Pretier made a statement
deliberately designed to show the public
what 8 strong Government he was leading,
and sdid that any Minister ‘'who eonld not
agree with the decision of Cabinet should
get out. Does he propose to expel the Hon-
orary Minister for Agriculture, who is a
member of another place, and who has de-
serted Cabinet?

Hon. J. B, Sleeman: Perhaps he will get
out himself. Perhaps the Honorary Min-
ister for Agriculture has left the sinking
ship.

Mr. MARSHALL: He may have done.

Mr. Fox: He has got the wood on them!

Mr. MARSHALL: This is the first time
that yon, Sir—and you entered the House
about the same time as I did—have seen
a Government an absolute shambles. The
members ¢f the Government are loyal on
nothing. We can never depend on their
legislation being adhered te by a full com-
plement of Ministers at any given period,
What is the uvse of the members of the
Opposition and other members taking part
in discunssions when we find that even mem-

‘bers of the Cabinet will betray their own

legislation? How ean the Government ex-
pect its supporters to endorse its legis-
lation in those circumstances, particularly
when the legislation which is introduced
does not appeal favourably to those who
send them to Parliament? Who is going
to be loyal to the Government when its
supporters are not loyal? We surely will
not find the two Independents supporting
a Government like that! The members of
the Government cannot remain loyal one
to the other. They desert one another when-
ever it snits them.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: And we have to go
to eonferences under those conditions.

Mr. MARSHALL: What is the good of
wasting time discussing these matters and
holding conferences under such conditions?
I am disgusted with the attitude of the
Government, which is belittling polities in
this State. It has not been my experience
previously to see Ministers deserting one
another in this fashion, and depending on
the capitalistic Press to make the public
helieve that we have in the Government a
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solid body of men united on &ll questions of
policy.
Hon. J. B. Sleeman: An anchor!

Mr. MARSHALL: It is a cork anchor,
a very light one. Consequently, it is float-
ing ahont, drifting with the currents and
zephyrs of the moment; and ultimately
members of the Government will find them-
selves beached. I do not think that the time
is too far distant when that will oceur,
either. The Government will be positively
wrecked. Tt came as a great shock o me
to find Mimsters disloyal to their own de-
cisions. I suppose this legislation was dealt
with in Cabinet; and yeét as soon as there
is eriticism in another place regarding the
decisions of (‘abinet, we find that Minis-
ters hecome disloyal enough to ipitiate hos-
tility to the legislation which they should
have supported or, at least, defended.

Ll

Mr. GRAHAM: This proposed con-
ference will resoive itself into ome in
whieh the membens of this House will

be supporting a portion of the Government
in its fight against another portion of the
lovernment. Other members have ex-
pressed themselves with regard fo thai
ridiculous state of affairs and I do not in-
tend to deal with that aspect; but there is
one matter arising out of this whole busi-
ness about which I am tremendously con-
cerned and I hope T can express myself
upon it without eausing any feeling on the
part of the Minister such as apparently was
the case last week. If this motion is car-
ried, we will find curselves faced with the
necessity of going into conference with the
Legislative Council. What the outcome will
be I do not know. I am aware-that the
Act provides that certain things may be
done by means of regulation; and I feel
I am entitled to ask for and the House is
entitled to receive an assurance that what-
ever is determined as a result of the con-
ferenee of managers, will not subsequently
be undone by means of regulation.

I make my position perfeetly clear: that
if the Government is not ready to pgive
that undertaking, I am not prepared to
support a move whiech seeks to eall upon
the time of any member of this Chamber
in engaging in a conference. Sueh confer-
ence may take hours to arrive at a settle-
rment which ultimately may be shipwrecked
because the Minister, by regulation, undoes
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everything that has .been determined by
the managers and accepted by both Houses.
The Minister here is perhaps in the .un-
fortunate positign that a Minister of the
Legls]atlve Council will be in control of
the Bill. 1 do not know whether I am

_assun.;ing too much when I assume that the

Government is in some meagure responsible
for what its components do, as when, irre-
spective of what is decided by the Govern-
ment or by Parliament, an individual Min-
ister goes off at a tangent and does wimt-
ever he likes,

For the purpose of this diseussion, I
would fike to believe that the Government
has a little cohesion occasionally and that,
before any action is taken to defeat the will
of Parliament by means of regulation, other
members of Cabinet will be consulted. Such
being the ease, the Minister in charge of
the.Bill in this House should give an under-
taking to us—that is, to members on both
sides—that what is ultimately determined
by way of conference shall continne in ex-
istence gt least for a reasopable period
Elsteac] of, as was previously the case, the

etermination of Parliament being com-
pletely nullified by a regulation gazetted a
week or so later.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
I did not read the report that the
hon. member quoted from ‘*The West Aus-
tralian’’ until just now, but I c¢gn see
nothing irregular or exztraordinary in it
ahout what happened last night in another
place. When the message from the Assembly
was received there the Honorary Minister
for Agriculture moved that the Council’s
amendments be not insisted on, but was
defeated in that motion, As Minister in
charge of the Bill in that House he had to
move that the will of the House be given
effeet.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Wait and read this,
hefore putting your foot teo far into it.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: It
is immaterial what took place in the Upper
House. The majority rules there and the
Minister in charge of the Bill has to give
effect to the wish of the majority. The As-
sembly expressed the opinion that the Bill,
as it left here, represenied the desires of
this House, and though I am reluctant to
make such a statement T hold that my ef-
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forts will be to have effect given to the
voice of the Assembly, regardless of what
might be done in another place.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Do you sce what the
Honorary Minister moved—

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: He
15 accountable for his own actions in that
place. 1 think it will be found that he
endeavoured to get the Bill through but
was defeated by the wish of the majority.
Would members have him continuing to
move, ad infinitum? That would be a sheer
waste of time.

Mr. Marshall: Let one of those that
moved the amendments move that they be
insisted on.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
That is a matter for the Council to decide.
I have stated the position in which the
Honorary Minister found himself. He was
unable to give effect to the wish of the
Assembly and is accountable for any action
he took. I assure the member for North-
East Fremantle that when I asked him yes-
terday if he would be one of the managers
I did so in all sineerity and without any
reservation that he wonld be ealled upon to
do other than fight to the last to see that
the will of the Assembly prevailed. The
hon. member made an error in saying that
when T spoke the other evening I corrected
what had taken place at a previous confer-
ence. I was referring to the ¢harge of in-
sincerity mad® against me in regard to this
conference, when I would not make a pub-
lic statement that I was sincere. I can
assure the hon. member that T would not de
that. T have asked him to take part in this
conference with the full responsibility of
seeing that the will of the Assembly pre-
vails.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Couneil

Point of Order.

Mr. Leslie: I rise, Sir, on a point of
order. I did not rise during the course of
the debate beeanse the initial speaker had
already got in s0 many of his remarks that
I thought it reasonable the debate should be
allowed to be concluded. I draw your

attention, Sir, to Standing Order No. 130

which states—

No member shall allude to any debate in
the other House of Parliament, or to any
measure impending therein,

[67]

PRITA

With all due respect to you, Mr. Speaker, I
say that this is not the first oceasion upon
which that Standing Order has been breach-
ed. I suggest that in future any allusion
to any debate or husiness transacted in the

other plaee should be regarded as being
highly disorderly.
Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I suggest, Mr.

Speaker, that you tell this young fledgling
that you know more about the Standing
Orders than he does.

Mr. Speaker: Order!
No. 145 states—

If any objection is taken to the ruling or
decision of the Speaker, such objeetion must be
taken at once,

Standing Oxder

My, Leslie: I s2id T was late in rising.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member was &
little foo late.

MOTION—LAND SALES CONTROL ACT.
To fhsallow Eremptions Regulation.

HON. A. H PANTON (Leederville)
{5.8]: T move—

That Regulation No. 1 made under the Land
Bales Control Act, 1948, and published in the
** Government Gazette’’ of the 28th September,
1948, and laid upon the Table of the House
on 28th September, 1948, be and is hereby dis-
allowed.

Point of Order,

Mr. Graham: On a point of order, Mr.
Speaker, I think other members will agree
that no vote was taken on the motion moved
by the Minister for Transport.

"~ The Minister for Transport: Yes it was.

The Minister for Education: The member
for Northam rose to speak, and the Speaker
put the question,

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member may pro-
ceed,

Debate Resumed.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: That regulation
reads—

Schedule,

1. The following lands are exempted from
the whole of the provisions of the Land Sales
Contrel Aect, 1948:—

(1) Land heing the lot, or any part of a
lot, marked as sach on any plan of sub-
division registered or deposited in the Office
of Titles or Registry of Deeds, not exceeding
one acre in area and upon which there is no
improvement in the nature of a bvilding and
which is not used wholly or partly for the
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purpase of a farm, grazing area, orchard,
market garden, dairy furm, poultry farm,
pig farm, or apiary.

(b) Lands being premises used solely as
a favtory, workshop, office; warchouse, or
shop, ot used solely for any other industrial
or commercial purpose other than a purpose
mentioned in paragruph (2) of this regula-
tion: Provided that any provision for reyi-
dente on any such premises of an employce
of the occupier of the premises shall not of
itself operate to exelmle the premises from
being lands within the meaning of this para-
graph, ‘

(¢) Lands nsed solely as licensed pre-
mises (ineluding registered ¢lubs) within the
meaning of the Licensing Aect, 1911-1946.

I am compelled to move to disallow the
whole of the regulation as the parapgraphs
are marked (a), (b), and (e). Had they
heen numbered 1, 2 and 3, I might have been
able to move to disallow one portion only.
I hope [ will he pardoned for dealing with
the debate that took place on this matfer,
notwithstanding the member for Mi. Mar-
shall.  When introducing the Bill the Mi-
ister made a definite «tatement to the effect
that its purpose was to place on the
statute-hook of this State the legislation
necessary to give effect to a continuance of
Jand sales eontrol. In due course we dealt
with the Bill and there was some mild eriti-
tism from this side of the House. During
his speech the Minister eongratulated and
thanked the Opposition for the response
accorded to the Bill. The Bill was then sent
tn the Legislative Couneil, and in due
course was returned with several amend-
ments, which were received with some hos-
tility by members here, particularly on this
side of the House.

We, of the Opposition, were agreeably
surprised when the Minister moved to dis-
agree with the whole of those amendments,
one after the other. That motion was sup-
ported by the members here and the measure
was retnrned to the Council. I contend
that from then on the matter ceased to be a
discussion between the Minister or the Gov-
ernment and the Qpposition, and became a
trial of strength between the twa Houses.
The measnre was sent back to the Council
with a message that this House had rejeeted
the amendments, and severa! members of
this Assembly were so interested that they
visited another place to listen to the debate.
It is not often that members of this Cham-
ber frequent another place hut on this par-
tienlar occasion several were to he seen
either in the rear of that Chamher or in the

[ABBEMBLY. | v

President’s gallery. The Honorary Min-
ister in another place moved that the
Council’'s amendments be not insisted on,
and the only reason given was that sent up
by this House.

At that stage the big bad wolt rose in
his seat. I rvefer to Mr. Watson, who ix
now evidently the chief representative of
big business interests in that Houwe. After
having heard the reasons advanced he said,
“T trust that the Committee will inwist on
the amendments.” That was all thut was
said about them. The Honorary Minister
did what he eould and ealled for a division,
but nine of the pack followed the new leader
across the floor and the Honorary Minister's
motion was defeated hy 10 votes to five,
That was the end of the fight, so far ax the
Honovary Minister was concerned. [t was
formally asked that the rest of the amend-
ments he not insisted on and Mr. Watson
just as formally asked that they be insisted
on. No further divisions were taken that
night and eventuaolly the managers went
into conference.

We waited for ~ﬁ/z hours for the con-
ference to end and at 3.45 am. on the Fri-
day morning we listened to the report amd
were delighted with the result. Not only
was the ‘Couneil defeated but the general
opinion was that this new member, this big
had wolf who had arrived in the Legislative
Couneil, had hepn put in his place, At
5.50 the Honse was adjourned and we all
went home very content and felt that the
414 hours spent roaming about the House
had nat been entirely wasted.

The shoek came when the regulations
were laid on the Table of the House. It
was only about a fortnight afterwards when
I noticed in ‘‘The West Australian’ a
statement by the Minister and T thought
that for onee that newspaper had made
a mistake. You, Mr. Speaker, will
remember that I rose from my seat in this
House and asked the Minister whether he
had been correctly reported and he said
“‘Yes.'' The regnlations were laid on the
Table of the House the same day and they
set ont te do something which we had
waited 41% hours to see undone. On look-
ing through the regulations we find that
the Minister has inecluded in them provi-
sion to exemnt the very thines for which
we had fonght with the Legislative Coun-
eil. Ro T as¥ mysgelf, and T did on that oe-
casion, whother we were actnally involved
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in a shadow spar and whether the Minister
was really in earnesi and if so who in-
fluenced the change of opinion on the 28th.

I suggest that the Minister, if he intends
to reply, takes the trouble to explain, and
I hope that he will have a reasonable ex-
planation, because at the moment I am
unable to see one at all. Naturally, know-
ing something of life in this werld, I
jumped to the conclusion that the people
most concerned had been using influence,
and those peeple would be members of the
Real Estate Institute. I happen io have a
few friends in that institute—TI do not know
whether I will after tonight, but I did—
and I was assured that they, as an insti-
tute, had nothing to do with the business
at all.

The Minister for Lands: Quite right.

Hon. A, H PANTON: However, the
wmembers of that institute are very pleased
with the information contained in the regu-
lations and I do not wonder at their being
pleased either. In this morning’s issue of
“The West Australian” the president of
the institute, Mr. C. N. Langsford, com-
mended the Government on its action. I
can quile appreciate his commending the
action of the Governmenf because yester-
day an interesting episode took place and
that was the first major land sale in this
State since the regulations were gazetted.
Mr. Langsford said he did not think there
would be any undue rise in prices, particu-
larty of land, and that it would soon stabil-
ise itself.

The first big iand sale sinee the regula-
tions were published took place yesterday,
and the resulis were announced over the
air at 9 p.m. last night and again this
morning. One block of vacant land in King-
street, between Hay-street and St. George’s-
terrace, was passed in at £7,000. I under-
stand the Treasury valuation was £6,000
and the hlock was later privately sold for
£10,750. The price of this partieular block
of land jumped from the Treasury valua-
tion of £6,000, and was sold privately,
shortly after the sale, for £10,750. The
name of the buyer, of course, was withheld.
The block has a frontage of 55 feet and a
depth of 89 feet. The auctioneers, Robert-
son Bros, said that under the Treasury
valuation the bloek would have been pegged
at £6,000, and I suggest that Robertson
Bros. know what they are talking about.
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Another lot in Murray-street, west of Mil-
ligan-street, sold for £8,000. It has a front-
age of 50 feet and a depth of 180 feet.
A bloek of 2V acres in Adelaide-terrace,
near the Ozone Hotel, was passed in at
£5,500. A 4B-sere orchard property at
Chittering was also passed in,

So it looks to me as though the members
of the Real Estate Institufe had every rea-
son to be happy and I think they should
have a champagne supper and at least in-
vite the Minister to it, and probably the
Acting Leader of the Qpposition as well.

The Minister for Lands: I do not like
champegne.

ilon. A. H. PANTON: I understood the
Minister grew grapes for many years.

The Minister for Lands: Chatpagne is
too artificial.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: Now the Minister
has made a point. He is one who should
talk about being artificial.

The Minister for Lands: Champagne has
too many bubbles in it.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: This bubble has
burst. Since the regulations were laid on
the Table of the House, Dame Rumour has
been particularly busy and a number of
people have ¢ome to me becanse my name
happened to be on the notice paper as the
mover of the motion to disallow the regu-
lations. First of all, the members of the
Real Estate Institute assured me that they
had noshing to do with the regulations, and
that no blame was attachable to them but
whatever has happened behind their backs
I do not know.

The Minister for Lands: I ean confirm
their statement.

Hon. A, H. PANTON: Then that is good
enough for me. The Minister will want to
confirm. a lot of things by the time I have
finished.

The Minister for Lands: I am not wor-
ried.

Hon. A. H. PANTOX: The Minister is
never worried. That is the trouble. I was
also told by members of the Legislative
Council, who were good enough to try to
get me, as they thought, out of trouble,
that I was quite wrong and that the Min-
ister had informed the House that he de-
sired a free hand beeanse he did not want
amendments of this sort put into the Bill
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and he desired the right to move to exempt
it he wished.

The Minister for Lands: To take further
control if necessary,

Hon, A. H. PANTON: I read the Min-
ister’s speech three times in Hansard and
the Minister had a right to check that
speech. I also read very earefully the notes
the Minister was zood enough to hand to
me ana there 1s nothing in them ahout it.
When the Minister introduced the Bill we
took his remarks for granted and we backed
him up 100 per cent. in everything he
asked us to do. T intend to read a few
extracts from the Minister’s speech and I
am not reading from Hansard. The Min-
ister said-—

‘“*The purpose of the Bill iz to place on the
statute-hock of this State the necessary legis-

lation to give effect to a continuance of land
sales control,”’

I admit that I have repeated myself by
quoting those remarks but I wish to bring
them into sequence. A little later on the
Minister said—

While our eeonomy remains affected by the
war and inflationary tendencies are apparent,
T think we will all be in aecord with the prin-
ciple that some form of control is neeessary,
T think the House agreed 100 per eent, with
those remarks and I do not believe there
was any argument ahout them. Then the
Minister nade, in my opinion, a significant
statement as follows:—

In order almost to defeat the blackmarket

which has been rampant in the aale of vacant
metropolitan, suburban and country town lots
it is proposed to release these properties from
control hut the Government will retain the
right to re-impose control should this course
he considered desirable.
The Minister was then dealing with vacant
metropolitan, suburban and country town
lots and he eventually inserted in the regu-
lations exemption up to one acre. He stated
in hiy speech that the Government would
retain the right to re-impose eontrol should
such a course be considered desirable. He
was then talking about vacant lots in the
areas I mentioned. I do not think there was
any douht about the inference of that state-
ment.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon, mem-
ber will resume his seat. Standing Order
No. 130 states—

No member shall allude to any debate in the
othor House of Parliament . . ., .

[ASSEMBLY.]

It bas vsually been the practice in this
House, when dealing with the procvedings
of the other House, to talk of “another
place.”  As I understand the hon, member,
ke is actually reading extracts given to him
by other members.

Hon, A. ¥I. PANTOXN : Not jn the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member hax
not referred lo debates, but the usual pro-
cedure is to take umbrage under the ald
statement by talking of another place when
referring to the Couneil.

Hon, A, T, PANTON: The extracts 1
am guoting ave from the Minister's speech
made in this House, What 1 had to say
about the Legislative Couneil is finished.
1 do not want to get into a discussion with
you, Mr. Speaker, hut I do not think you
will find anywhere in Standing Orders that
members are not allowed to refer to another
place ag lhe Legislative Council. Iowever,
that is an old-fashioned tradition whieh has
grown up and which could be very well ca-t
aside, T am now dealing with the Minister’s
speech when he introduced the Bill, and T
am in order there. The Minister went an
to say—

The course proposed hy Western Australia
iz =imilar to that of New South Whales and
Victorin wherg control is being wmaintained

over all aales with the execption of wavant
metropolitan, suburban and country town lots.

That is further evidence of the exemption
of those particalar lots only, hecause the
Minister said that we were fallowing the
lead of New Sounth Wales and Vietoria.
When speaking on the second reading off
the Bill T made the following comment .—

The Bill npparently hns heen breught dawn
for the purposes of control, but T have diffi-
oulty in finding out what it is to control. We
have been informed by the Minister that it
is proposed to lift all the controls over the
sale of metropolitan, suburban anil country
town blocks.

The Minister interjected, “Vacant boeks,”
and 1 replied by saying—

T hope the Minister will tell the House, lf

he thinks it worth while replying, just what
is to be controlled.
After several members had spoken on the
subject, the Minister sel out to reply and
some of the extraets from that reply are
very interesting. In one place the Minister
states—

Then apgain it has been aaid that we are
adopting the Commonwealth regulation.
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What follows that statement .is most im-
portani—

Of course we are adopting the Commonwealth
regulations, because we will admit that they
were operating quite satisfactorily.

The Minister tells the House that the Com-
monweslth regulations were operating quite
satisfactorily, yet within a fortnight he finds
it necessary to exempt important provisions
of those regulations. Those are my objec-
tions, The Minister asked us to disagree
with the Council’s amendments and both
sides of the House thonght that at last we
had a man of iron who would disagree with
the Legislative Council, and we stuck 100
per cent, with him, Yet within a fortnight
he calmly places on the Table of the House,
and publishes information on the point in
the Press, exemptions respecting the very
regulations that caused the whole disens-
sion.
Mr, Grabam: It was a sell-out.

Hon. A, H, PANTON: Then again, the
Minister said—

T said last night that it was propesed to

lift completely the control over vacant lots
in town and country areas,
I emphasise this because the Minister con-
" sistently referred tc these vacant lots in
neetropolitan and suburban aress and country
towns, T assume the Minister will endeavour
to tell us that he meant something else, but
I am reminding him of what he said. He
wenl on—

In reference to husiness premises, we do

intend to allow an inerease of 15 per cent,
plus the hasis. If wembers will work that
out, it will show an increase of 32 per cent.
on the 1942 levels.
80 evidently when the Minister introduced
the legislation he felt very happy about it.
In fact, he even gave credit to the Leader of
the Opposition, Hon, F, J, 8. Wise, for get-
ting the first 15 per cent, and went on to
gay that it was proposed to add another
15 per cent., to which we raised no objec-
tion whatever. That means that it worked
out at 32 per cent.

The Minister for Lands: Youn will agree
that it is a little more than 32 per cent.

Hon, A. BE. PANTON: I am not good
at mathematics, but I assume that is so. At
any rate, it is nothing to what it will be
before this is finished. The next extract I
shall quote from the Minister'’s reply seems
to me to clinech any argument that it was
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intended to exempt certain areas by regu-
lation, such as he has done, The Minister
went on to say—

One member stated that this eontrol would
be morp vexations than previously,

Evidently that refers to some member on
the Opposition side of the House, beeauso
that is just what we would say, bui the
Minister went on to contend that it would
not he g0, He said—

We are giving eertain relief from control
and, ns we are taking over the machinery of

the Commonwealth, how can control be more
vexationa than Dbefore?

You will remember, Mr. Speaker, that T
pointed out that the Minister said that con-
trol was working a)l right. He went on to
RAV—

T maintain that there will be an improve.
ment in that respeet. Quite a lot bas been said
about black marketing. This is a most un-
desirable practice, and the less T hear about
it the hotfer T like it. During the war years,
reputable real estate agents, men who have
been aveustomed to doing business on strictly
hongurable lines, suffered considerably owing
to the practices that had grown up. T feel
that we shall now be able to allow legitimate
business people to engage in their business.

At this stage, the member for North-East
Fremanile interjected, pointing out that
that applied only with regard to town and
suburban lots. The Minister replied—
Yes. T stated that a 15 per cent. increase
was allowable on business premises. I agree
with the hon. member that that will probably
not correct black marketing.
He eontinued wjith this very significant
statement—

T ile not thiunk it is sufficient, It might have
been better to lift the lid right off—

I do not know just what lid the Minister
suggested might be lifted off—

—but the Government gave earnest considera-
tion to the matter. This i3 a big reaponsibility
in sued a time, especially as we have a full
realisation of how values will spiral, and we
are doing onr best to exercise control that will
have the effeet of allowing prices to find their
tree level graduvally amd not have a severe
and sadden spiral in prices that wonld he
bound te upset the economy of the State and
probably, to a great extent, bring about in-
flationary tendencies.

Here again the Minister had better take
notice beeanse no longer should he show =
desire to growl at members of the Opposi-
tion, He continued—

I appreciate the references to the Bill made
by members of the Opposition. T helieve they
have all indicated that they realise the necessity
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for giving relief us fur as possible, und that
they conulder that very close coutrol, particu-
larly of vavunt lots, has breught about undesir-
able trading. I thank members for their eriti-
cism,

The introduetory remarks by the Minister
when placing the Bill before the House and
the stotement he made in reply to the
speeches of members on the Qpposition side
of the House, and particularly to my con-
tribution to the debate, left no doubt in
the mind of Opposition members, af any
rate—I do not know to what extent members
sitting on the Government side of the House
were in the Minister’s confidence—that the
Minister had no intention of exempting
other than vaeant lands in metropolitan and
suburban areas and country towns. I have
shown what intimation was given hy the
Minister as te what he proposed ta do, and
vet we find that he has provided the drastic
exemption whieh T now seek to have dis-
allowed. My contention is that once the
measure left this House and was interfered
with in another place—I bow to your desire,
Mr. Speaker, in my reference to the other
place—it then became a fight, or diseussion,
between managers represenfing the two
Houses, and not one between the Govern-
ment and Qpposition members or hetween
the Minister and other members of this
House and members generally of another
place.

I claim that members of this Chamber,
irrespective of Party considerations at all,
had a right to know what wag in the mind
of the Minister before he went to the con-
ference of managers, I do not Jike to use
extreme language at any time, but to me if
seems very hard to understand that we hava
not been deceived. If the Minister has an
explanation that will undo what I think
really happened, it will be an agreeable sur-
prise to me. I do not think there are that
number of dumb Doras here that we would
be content to walk about for four or five
hours if it were not in the helief that at
the conference the Minister was putting up
a real effort, and certainly not a sham fight.
I fee] that I can congratulate Mr. Watson,
who did a marvellously good job. He entered
the Legislative Council to represent property
the people who sent him there—big husiness.
At his first opportanity, he did a very fine
job, and T have no hesitation whatever in
congratulating him, However, he no doubt
will agree that he who laughs last, laughs

[ASSEMBLY.]

hest, He went to the conterence of muanagers
and there the fight was earried on for 413
hours. At the end of that time, we went
home, leaving Darliament House feeling
quite elated; in fact, I told my colleague,
the member for Kimberley, when driving
home, that it had been time well spent and
it was worth while waiting 414 hours to
hear of the win. But what a downfull!

Hon, A. A, M. Coverley: It was liké.;
semi-final.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: A fortnight
afterwards, these regulations are laid on the
Table of the House by the Minister—they
almost slipped past me unnoticed—exempt-
ing the very regulations that Mr. Watson
so carefully fought against in the confer
ence. I do not know if it was a sham fight
there or not. I do not know much ahout
what happened at the conference of man-
agers. During all the years I have been a
member of Parlinment, I have not once
asked a manager just what happened at x
conference, and I did not do so on this oe-
easion. 1 would prohahly have been told to
mind my own business—which is a thing I
do not like being told. T know that people
have said to me that the Minister made this
or that statemeni. I have told them that he
did pot say anything of the sort in this
House. T have also been told that at the
conference the Minister agreed to certain
things, but I do not know whether that is
or is not eorreet, At any rate, people have
no more right to know what happened at
conferenee of managers than I have. T sug-
gest that this is a very serious maltter,

Mr. Graham: Hear, hear!

Hon, A. H. PANTON: 1t is to me, at
any rate, and it should be to all members of
the House. If we are to send managers to
conferences with definite instructions—after
all, that iz what it amounts to—it will be
realised that that is what we did on this
occasion. The Minister disagreed, and we
backed him up 100 per eent. Thus there
were definite insbructions from this House
to onr managers to adopt a certain course
of action. That wag done, and they returned
to us having given way on only two small
matters, The Minister for Edueation smil-
ingly said it was best for us to leave them
alone, as they would be useful for bargain-
ing. Unfortunately, he gave the show away
becanse two members of the Legislative
Counril were standing in the Chamber lis-
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tening to the discussion, I d¢ not know what
happened at the conference of managers,
and I do not know what the Minister gave
away. But if Mr. Watson knew—I say this
advisedly—that within a fortnight the regu-
lations about which be had pat up such a
fight were to be exempted, I do not know
why he stopped there for 4% hours engaged
in a fight over them—unless it was just a
sham fight, after all. T hope we will not
have any more of that sort of thing, what-
ever may he the fate of the motion L am
placing before the House,

As members are aware, I have to move
for all the regulations te be disallowed, be-
eause we cannot amend them. If the motion
is agreed to, then the Minister ean easily
gazette further regulations exempting the
metropolitan, suburban and town lots to
which he referred. The Govermment might
like to consider the whole position in the
light of what happened yesterday when the
Premier was here, If he should see fit to
make some inguiry, he will appreciate, in
view of what is already apparent, that land
values are going to jump very high, A
member of the institute was good enough
to tell me that town lots were just so much
chickenfeed to them at £60 or £70. What
those people want is something big, and
they have got it—good luck to them! If
they are to get something big after the way
we discussed the legislation eoncerned,
which received the approval of this
House, then the sooner we knoek off and—
I agree with the member for Fremantle—
put an end to eonferenees of managers
and settle the issue on the floor of the
House, the better for all coneerned,

On motion by the Minister for Lands,
dehate adjourned.

MOTION—TFISHING INDUSTRY.
To Inquire by Seleet Commitlee.

Debate resumed from the 29th Septem-
ber, on the following motion by Mr. Les-
lie:—

That a Select Committee he appointed to
inquire into the condition of the fishing in-
dustry in Western Australia and means where-
bv pgreater supplies of loenl fish at reasonable
prices ean be made available to the conspmer.

MR, EBELLY (Yilgarn-Coolgardie) [5.43]:
Before dealing generalliy with the motion, I
would like to disecuss some of the state-
ments of the Minister when speaking on the

subject. Before I do that, however, I desire
to express my regret at the Minister's
absence from tbe Chamber because of ill-
health. I trust it will not be long before
he ean return to the House and resume his
seat. To criticise, even to a minor degree,
the Minister’s statements is, in the eir-
cumslances, somewhat difficuit. He com-
menced his speech by saying that the Gov-
ernmerit had no objection to the appoint-
ment of a Seleet Committee, but pointed
ount thet all the information that was likely
to be obtained as a result of the inquiry
was already to be found in the files of the
department, so that but little good would
result Zrom the work of the Select Commit-
tee. If that is so, why does the Minister
agree to the appointment of a Seleet Com-
mittee? If a committee bhe appointed, it
will undoubtedly he a great expense to the
State. Further, the Minister has said that
all information relating to the fishing in-
dustry is already on the files of his depart-
ment, and as no doobt the result of an
examination by a Select Committee would
reveal that the industry is in an unsafis-
factory state, T am wondering why the Min-
ister has not seen fit to implement a poliey
that would at least improve the position.

T think the department over a period of
years has attached far Loo much import-
ance to the ecatching of fish and too little
to the reproduction and the preservation
of fish stocks. The Minister dwelt upon the
activities of che department, which are
chiefly centred in the establishment of Tish
processing and canning factories. The Min-
ister rather proudly referred to the expan-
gion of the industry and quoted figures of
the eatches during the respective seasons of
1941 and 1947, the inference being that the
result ohtained supported his contention
that the industry was making vast strides.
The Minister also made mention of the
snap-freezing processing plant at Albany.
I do not wish to contradiet him, but I would
like to make it clear to the House that the
process which he spoke of as snap-freezing
is quick freezing. He lauded the company
for itz efforts to establish snap-freezing.
On the carton which the Minister displayed,
these words appear—

The process by whieh this paekage has been
prepared shoyld not be eonfused with the often
earelessly us=ed phrases of ffsnan  frozen,’?
‘“deep frozen.'’ ‘‘Quick frozen’’ ja the result
of ecareful application of the world’s latest
quick freezing process,
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1t is therefore quite clear that the company
desired to distingunish between the terms
“snap-freezing” and “quick freezing.” The
finished product must he kept in freezers
after having been reduced to 60 degrees
minus; this is essential for its preserva-
tion. 1 understand the company has instal-
led freezers and is now installing additional
Ereezers throughout the retail establish-
ments where the fish will be handled. It is
imperative that the degree of coldness
should be maintained if the produect is to
he served in a fresh state. From my own
experience of this type of treatment of
fish, T have found that even after it has
been 24 hours away from a temperature of
60 degrees minus, it is still a very palatable
food. There was no sign of any taint; in
faet, it compared well with fresh fish. The
company which has installed this process
is well abreast of the times, as I under-
stand there are only two other similar
plants in Aunstralia.

The process is extremely popular in most
of the progressive countrics ~of the
world, In some countries—America, for
instance—the selling of whole fish 1is
fast becoming obsolete, T think the
company roferred to is worthy of the
greatest encouragement and assistance in
order that its enterprise might be firmly
established. As T have said, the product is
highly satisfactory and its flavour excel-
lent; even after having been 24 hours away
from its frozen condition, it is equal to
Tresh fillets. The pack is attractive in ap-
pearance and this produet must prove a dis-
tinct boon te country as well as to «city
people. The pack has this to commend it,
that it is hygienie and convenient, while the
price at which T understand it is being re-

teiled shows that the minimum profit has -

been given full eonsideration. The motion
opens up a wide field of inquiry. Previous
‘Belect Committees have obtained a fund of
information rtelating to the industry gen-
erally., but I feel the vesult has not jbeen
materially fo improve the industry. Tn faet,
previous Governments, irrespective of their
political complexion, took verv little action
to implement the recommendations of Select
Committees in past years,

I ask the member for Mt. Marshall what
guarantee he has, if a Seleet Committee is
now appointed, that the Government will
take any more notice of its findings than
previous Governments did on past occasions.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The motion asks that a Select Committee be
appointed to inquire into the condition of
the fishing industry and means whereby
greater supplies of local fish, at reasonable
priees, can he made available to the publie.
The Select Committee, if appointed, would
bave ample opportunity to examine fish
stocks and fishing grounds, as these would
open up a big field for investigaiion.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Esperance is importunt
in that connection.

Mr. KELLY: Yes, and iany other
grounds, My reference to fish stocks re-
minds me of the erayfish industry, 1 wish
to point out how fallacious it is for us, as
a State, to be proud of the vast increase in
this section of the industry. The Minister
compared the eatch for the year 1941 with
that for the year 1947, He told us that in
1941 the cateh was 107,6481b.; and in 1947,
2,335,8261b,

Mr. Fox: That was on aceount of export.

Mr, KELLY: Undoubtedly that stimu-
lated the production, but it is not my point.
I am more concerned with the lack of sup-
plies for our own people, whe should not
suffer in order that we might holster up a
large export trade. We should not be so
proud of our large export of erayfish tails
when we take into consideration that the
tail measnrement permitted by the Fisheries
Department was 214 inches. Latterly it has
been inereased to 234 inches. What is the
position in the other States? In Tasmania,
the size of the tail is fixed at 334 inches,
while in New South Wales and Victoria I
understood 4 inches is the minimum. Yet
we are catching many hundreds of thonsands
of crayfish with tails of a minimum size of
23/ inches, and it must be horne in mind
that this minimum has applied but very
recently., The hupe increase in the cateh in
recent years has been at the expense of our
erayfishing grounds. Therefore T think we
have little to be proud of in commenting
on the quantity of crayfish taken from our
waters and on the vast increase in the ex-
port trade.

Ir my opinion the Select Committee, if
appointed, should direet its inquiries into
three quarters, namely, conservation of
stocks, reproduction and protection. Tt
must also thoroughly examine the ability
and qualifications of fisbermen. I think too
many people have gone into the fishing in-
dustry in the last 12 to 18 months who know
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very little about it. To some it appears
to he a luerative means of employment, and
to others it simply appeals. It is erroneouns
for iHishermen, or would-be fishermen, to
consider it as a large holiday, because that
is not the case. The aversnge man who has
been fishing in our waters for a number of
years and is totally cxperienced, finds it
a most arduous occupation. So, the posi-
tion with regard to the types of fishermen
must be examined by the Seleet Committee,
Their efficieney and equipment must be con-
sidered if we are to place the indnstry on
a sound footing, and bring fish to people
at a fair price whilst, at the same time,
paying to the persons who handle the fish
from the sea to the markel, reasonable re-
muneration,

The transport facilities must also receive
& tremendous amount of attention. Mar-
keting, storage, and finally the retail side,
must all come in for a vast amount of in-
vestigation before any Seleet Committee
could report on the industry in general. If
this House agrees to appoint a Select Com-
mittee, it must establish definite proof that
the necessary quantities of fish are avail-
able in our waters. Personally, whilst not
being a pessimist, I do not think there is
an abundance of flsh if we take into con-
sideration the amount that would be eaten
by our people if the price were within easy
range of their incomes. I do not think there
would be an abundance on some of the fish-
ing grounds once the supplies were drawn
on to suit the needs of the State. Over
long periods we find that very few fisk are
taken from the ocean, but that the majority
of the retail supplies come from eold stor-
age. It is very difficult to estimate just
what quantity would be required to satisfy
the needs of the public.

Another point that exercises one’s mind
is that of the degree of cheapness which
would justify the use of the term ‘‘reason-
able prices.”” T think that axpression was
used by the member for Mt. Marshall., That
would have to be considered on its merits
and after an examination of the industry.
During the past five or six years, many
thousands of pounds of fish .have been re-
tailed at prices ranging from 1s. 114d. to
1s. 4d. per Ib». The voriety has included
mullet, herring, tailer, bream, and skipjack.
Does the mover of the motion envisage a
much lower rate than that which I have
quoted? If so, in what way would costs be
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proportionate—that is to say, from the actual
catehing of the fish to the purchase by the
retailer, when there is only a margin of
1s. 13%%6d.7 Let me deal with the fishermen’s
angle, and I will commence with the man
at Shark Bay. He receives 4d, to 414d.
per 1b. on the average. His work there, as
on mos* other parts of our coast, is purely
scasonal, The hazards are great and losses
are inescapable by the majority of fisher-
men, whether totally experienced or not.

I recently inspected the returns of a num-
ber of sur most competent fishermen. The
returns for some trips are undoubtedly
high and would lead one to the opirion that
those men were making a fortune, but frem:
other trips of the same fishermen, the Te~
turns are very poor. Their expenses are
always high. Frequently during the net-
ting of a shoal of fish, a shark will come
within the aren of the net, and, before
heing liberated or killed, it will cause a
great amount of damage to costly equip-
mient. [ noderstand that recently nets have
increased in price a further 55 per cent. on
the pérmal amonnt. Losses of operational
time through bad weather, too, are very
considerable. So, having regard to all the
aspects, from the fisherman’s point of view,
I do not think it is possible for any great
reduetion te take place in the amount he
receives,

We must next consider the facilities for
transporting fish from the fisherman to' the
market, and ogain T take Shark Bay as the
starting point. Before the war, Shark Bay
was serviced by five vessels—the ‘‘Eoo-
lama,’’  ‘“Centaur,”’ ¢‘Gorgon,’’ ‘‘Koo-
linda'’ and ‘‘Eybra.’’ Of recent years
only the ‘“*Kybra’’ has been on the run and
she makes a trip about onece a month. So,
to overcome the disabilities of the fisher-
man at Shark Bay, some alternative means
of transport had to be provided, and road
transport was established. I believe that
two trips weekly have been made for some
time from Shark.Bay {o Geraldton. To pro-
vide this form of transport it was necessary
to establish a freezing works at Denham
so that ice eonld he sopplied to the fisher-
man and refrigerated storage made avail-
able to him in order that his eatehes could
be held between trips. The road freight
from Shark Bay to Geraldton iz 34. per
Ib., so that the fish, purchased from the
fisherman at 414d., has now reached. the
figare of 714d. at Geraldton. .
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The rail charges from Geraldton to Perth,
or Fremantle a3 the ease may be, are
roughly another 1d., bringing the total to
8%d.  Other handling charges, together
with the cost of bringing the’fish to market,
amount to 15d, per lb., making the total
9d. It will be agreed that up to this point
there has not been any great surplus of
profit in any single avenue, That applies
to both the eatching and the handling of
the fish. Marketing charges are roughly 10
per cent. on the price, and amount to about
1l4d. 8o, before the retailer has a chance
to sell the fish at all, it has cost him 1v14d.
per b, That does not inelude schnapper,
which is a little more costly and retails at
a higher price. What happens to the differ-
ence between the cost of fish o the retailer
at 10%d. and the amount of 1s. 1%4d. to 1s.
4d. paid by the consumer under price-
fixing? I ask that question of the bon.
member who introduced the motion, to
bring into relief some of the costs that the
retailer has to face in the handling of the
fish in the city or, at an advanced rate, in
the country.

In Perth, rentals are high. I have made
inquiries of several of the shops in the eity,
and I find that some of them are paying
as much as £20 per week for quife small
premises. Of course they are not all pay-
ing as much. That applics to shops in the
main thoroughfares of the city. On top of
the high rental, the retailers have to pay
wapes and meet ecosts in connection with
wrapping paper, electric light, storage, ive,
refrigeration and general wastage—and
there are many ways by which general
wastage cecurs, On that basis, if the priee
conld have been maintained at 1s. 1l4d. to
1s. 44, per lb. the amount of margin to the
retailer wonld not be great, This was vir-
tually the position during the period when
price-fixing operated. Since price controls
were lifted on the 20th of last month 1
thinky T would he right in saying that ah-
normal prices have prevailed. The ruling
prices ab the present time are as follows:—
Bream, 1s. 4d. to 1s. 5d.; herring, 1s, 44.;
pilchard, 1s. 4d.; skate, 1s.; mullet, 1s. 3d,,
1s. 4d. and 1s. 10d.—why the big disparity
there T do not know—tailer, 1s 4d.; whit-
ing, 1s. 6d.; white fillets—presumably shark
— 23, 4d.; and schnapper, 1s. 104, and 2s.
schopapper eantlets—no, that is wrong, they
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were not branded schnapper cutlets but
“entlets”—are selling at 2y, 9d, and 2s. 10d.

Sitting suspended from 6,15 to 7.30 p.m,

Mr., KELLY: At the tea adjournment I
had quoted the price of cutlets and remark-
ed that they were just as branded because
they represented no definite guality or type.
Yet they were retailed at a price as high
as 2s. 11d, per |b. That, I remind members,
is the price that has applied sinee price-fix-
ing has been lifted although it has been in-
creased to the pgeneral puoblie. However,
fishermen are still on the same price of 4Y,d.
per 1b. that existed prior to the lifting of
control. Throughout my remarks, which
apply to the period when price-fixing was
in existence and since the [ifting of controls,
I have referred to legitimate sales at fixed
rates. There is another side to the picture,
and I think some mention was made of it
by the Minister. These conditions began
when the price demanded by some fishermen
was above that allowed. Of course, for com-
petifive reasons it became necessary, in
order to fulfil contracts for some of the re-
tailers, to make purchases at prices higher
than the "fixed rates and in some cases more
than the minimum was paid.

It might safeiy be said that it was during
this period the “under counter” trade sprang
up in thi. State and in many instances 1t
was conducted at above the fixed rates, Also,
there was a large percentage of under-stand-
ard gunality fish available and visible to the
general public at the fixeq rate so that no
exception could be taken to that price. How-
ever, the discerning customers were served
frequently from under the counter and the
price factor in those sales did not enter into
the pieture. Cafes, restanrants and other
public institutions bought direct from fisher-
men in some instances and they, too, paid
high prices, During the whole of this period
we dealt largely with the fish obtained from
our own walers,

At about this particular time chaos
entered the industry and it was found that
in almost every retail shop in the city im-
ported fillets were on sale. These were of
execllent quality and at a price within the
range of the majority of people, that is,
1s. 036d. per lh. Also, with the imported
filleis no waste resalted. Some flshermen,
whe previously had enjoyed a price higher
than the maximum, found that this was not
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obtainable from the sources previously ex-
ploited and so the ‘‘under-the-counter’’ or
‘“behind-the-scenes'’ trade practically went
out of existence. Then again, because the
catches of the various fishermen in different
parts of the eoast were being consigned to
cold storage and not into the retail shops,
the eold storage chambers became filled and
the fishermen in most cases were rendered
idle for quite a long period.

All this fish had been held in storage
during a period when imported fillets were
being sold in the Perth wmarkets and
throughout the State, and consequently con-
siderable deterioration took place. When
the supply of imported fllets was ex-
havsted we found that the public was
being offered quite a lot of deteriorated and
inferior fish. At this time, too, the Govern-
ment was approached and requested to do
something to relieve the position. The
Chief Seeretary told his interviewers that
it was only a passing phase and that mat-
ters would rectify themselves, I venture
to say that the fishing industry and its vari-
ous disabilities will not rectify themselves,
particolarly if no action iz taken by the
Government to bring about better conditions
throughout the industry.

The only lasting course that will place
the entire industry on a sound and satis-
factory basis is the appointment of a board
of control. This is no new idea because
the suggestion of appointing such a board
was made several years ago when the Op-
position was in power, and I understand
consideration was being given to it about
the time the Governmenf assumed office,
The prineiple of boards controlling any par-
tienlar indusiry is not new. As a matter
of fact, Queensland manages its fishing in-
dustry through a board of econtrol and T
understand, afthough I have not had the
exact figures, that that board manages the
industry at a very low over-all cost,

Then again, we read that the British
Trawlers' Federation of Grimsby has re-
commended to the British Government that
a board of control take charge of the entire
fishing industry of Great Britain. Other
nations have already adopied the prineiple
of controlling the fishing industry by means
of lhoards of control. On the 16th of August,
1948, the Minister was written to by repre-
sentatives of the fishing industry en these
lines—
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Marketing of Fish, Bill for Voluntary Board
of Coutrol: Provision for the marketing, sale
and disposal of fish and for the establishment
of n Bpard of Control wns considered some two
years ago by the then Qovernment in power,

The Bill followed eclosely the reecommenda-
tions of the Advisory Committee which was
sct up by the previous Government.

It was desirable to have a State-wide plan
ready for proclamation and to avoid inevitable
chaos which was and i3 now existing in the
industry,

The proposed Bill would assure the con-
tinuity of organised marketing. Towards the
vlose of the previons Govermment’s term of
office, an advisory committee was appointed to
inquire inte every aspect of the trade, stabili-
sation and marketing of fish. The advisery
committee’s report followed closely on the
lines of the Queensland Fish Board.

Voluntary Board: The Bill, however, did not
provide for a voluntary beard, but a voluniary
board could be appointed. The voluntary hoard
could cperate for any 12 months or two years
until the board got firmly established. The
only puid servants of the board would be the
secretary and staff,

It was firstly intended that a board of, say,
four members should be appeinted, three mem-
bers being elected by the fishing industry, con-
sisting of n wholesaler, a retailer and a fisher-
man, and ohe nominated by the Minister.

The marketing of fish, which was to be the
primary function of the board, would be
governed by relative sectionms in the Bill which
covered the delivery of all fish to the board,
issuing the necessary certificates and the making
of all payments as well as the sale of the fish
by the board.

Provigion could also be made for the board
to submit a report of its proceedinga to the
Minister, annually, and for this report to-
gether with the accounts as last audited and
a copy of the auditor’s report to be tabled
in Parliament,

Apart from the merits or demerits of open
marketing, the essentials of open marketing
today are not suitable neither are they avail-
able at the various centres. Whilst conaidern-
tion could be given to the establishment of a
voluntary board—there exists today, a very
strong Cesire among all sections of the industry
that they be brought together into 2 common
organisztion, such as proposed m tne Act, now
already prepared by the Crown Law Depart-
ment.

AN fish caught by fishermen, fish which had
been purchased from the board, fish sold by
the board and fish subject te interstate trade
would all come within the scope of the Aet,

Although we all preserve the freedom of
trade and intercourse between the Btates in
the Commonwealth, the Aect when proclnimed
would be valid provided fishk intended by the
owner Ffor interstate trade was specifieally
exempted,

If a voluntary board were appointed, a ballot
of the entire industry could be ascertained
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whether the industry deaired legislation to von-
tinue in its present form or whether the board
should continue to operate on & temporary
‘basis,

A board of control is fully capable of solv-
ing the many problems of the industry and in
addition it could make a big contributien to-
wards investigating the prices of fish, the im-
portations of fish intc W.A. and the shortages
of fish. S¢ long, however, as present conditions
exist there wil always be a bottle neck in the
indugtry, black marketing and extreme high
Prices,

“That letter was sent to the Minister when
-chaos in the industry was rife in this State,
but he and his colleagnes decided that
there was still no necessity to take any ac-
tion, althongh all interested parties in the
industry were firmly convinced thab there
was only one way of overcoming the dis-
abilities of the industry and that was by
the formation of a board of control. I agree
that that is the hest way to overcome the
diffienlties of the indunstry. A board of eon-
trol would be more positive than could be
the activities of a Select Comumittee. Such
& committee would take a long time to
reach the recommendations stage, and even
then the Government might not be pre-
pared to adopt the recommendations. We
have experience to guide us in coming to
that conclusion. On previous occasions
Governments have been confronted with
the findings of Seleet Commitfees and very
little has materialised for the benefit of the
jndustries concerned.

A properly constituted board of control
with Full power to act could commence
operations almost immediately after being
appointed. If stability in the fishking in-
dustry is to be established, there is no al-
ternative, in my opinion, to the appoint-
ment of a hoard of control. Should the
Government not he prepared to consider
the formation of such a board in order
once for all to place the industry, which
the various participants have said is in a
sad state, on a proper footing, the only
course to adopt is to appoint a Select Com-
mittee. However I have very little faith,
not in the operations of a Select Committee,
but in the action that might be taken on
ity recommendations.

HON. J. T. TONKIN (North-East Fre-
mantle)l [7.47]: In my view one does not
1eed to have had considerable experience as
a fisherman or to possess extensive know-
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ledge of the industry in order to discuss
this motion. The object set out in the
motion is an admirable one; it is ¢ne with
which we may all without exception agree.
That object is to ascertain means whereby
greater supplies of local fish at reasonable
prices can be made available to the con-
sumer.

The mere fact of the motion’s appearing
on the notice paper indicates that the trade
is in a most unsatisfactory condition.
People cannot obtain adeguate supplies of
fish at reasonable prices. Fishermen are
from time to time laying up their boats and
refraining from going out to get fish and,
while this is oecurring, large guantiiies of
fish are held in eold store and the charges
are slowly but surely swallowing any profits
likely to be made. In a situation like that
people interested in various aspeects of the
trade look for some possible solution. As
a result of that situation the member for
Mt. Marshall has tabled this motion for
discussion.

Surely it is obvious to all that the prob-
lem is one of marketing. Men are able to
cateh large quantities of fish, and, in vari-
ous periods, far more than under existing
conditions the market can absorb. Ko our
problem is not one of catching fish at pre-
sent, although that could conceivably oceur
later on if proper measures are not taken.
The problem at the moment is one of mar.
keting or distribution. This problem is not
peculiar to Western Australia. It has been
experieneed by other States and other coun.
tries mueh older than we are and, in some
instances, very positive measures have been
taken to effect a remedy.

This Government has declared through
its Minister that it is not in favour of
hoards. The Minister in control of fisheries
told o depntation that the Glovernment was
not in favour of hoavds and that he def-
nitely would not agree to a marketing hoard
for this industry.  When reference was
made {o the Queensland marketing control
board, he went further and said he had been
informed that that was not a sueceess and,
as Western Australia in the near future
would very likely be engaged in exporting
large quantities of fish—building up a large
export trade—he felt it would be undesir-
able to have the industry shackled with
any marketing hoard. That wag the effect
of his statement,
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I regret that through illness the Minister
is not present to hear what I have to say,
because I helieve 1 could eonvinee him that
he had been badly informed, if informed in
the manner indicated by him. This problem
is not new fo us. It has been under con-
sideration in this State for several years.
My colleague, the member for Leederville,
when Acting Minister for Fisheries at oue
time, convened a meeting which was the ye-
sult of an effort on the part of all inter-
ested parties, The initial meeting, a report
of which appeared in “The West Austra-
lian” of 10th October, 1945, formed an ad-
visory committee. The article referred to
had this to say—

More equitable and wider distribution of fish
to the public of Western Australia, suppression
of black-marketing, stabilisation of prices at a
reasonnble figure and acquisition of port in-
stallations and refrigerators are the main ob-
Jectives of a committes elected at a meeting
of all sections of the trade and of representa-
tives of Government departments convened
wvesgterday by the Minister for Lands, Mr, Pan-
ton, acting on behalf of the Minister for the
North-West, Mr. Coverley, who controls
fisheries, The meeting, which was addressed
by the Commonwealth Superintendent of
Marketing and Distribution of Fish, Mr. F. J,
Haase, and which evinced a desire to ask for
legislation to previde fer move orderly distri-
bution, elected the fellowing committee.

The advisory commitiee, representative of
alf sectiong of the trade, gave considera-
tion to the matter and, at a subsequent con-
ference in My, Panton’s office, made recom-
mendations which were adopted. 1 quote
now from “The West Australian” of the
13th February, 1946, under the heading
“Fish Supplies; Contrel by Board"—

Representatives of all sections of the fishing
industry in this State met in the office of the
Acting Minister for Fisheries, Mr. A. H.
Punton, yesterday and adopted the recom-
mendations of the advisory committee appoint.
ed last October as the basis of legislation for
the control of the industry.

The advisory committee, which was selected
from producers, wholesalers and retailers, re-
commended the appointment of a board to con-
trol the industry, The meeting yesterday de-
eided that in addition to the three sections
mentioned heing reprosented on the board, a
consumers’ representative should also be ap-
pointed. In its report the ecommittce asserted
that any scheme of orgnnised marketing would
require to include (a) payment for cateh at
port of landing; (b) a guarantee that all
morketable fish would be received; (¢} a
stabilised price to the producer with scasgnal
adjustments; (d) adequate representation of
producers on the marketing authority.

-eaeh annual report.
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It may be a coincidence or not but those
are precisely the things which the Queens-
land set-up provides for the industry in
that State. Yet the Minister here said he
understood that the Queensland marketing
board was not a success. I have copies of
three annual reports of the Queensland Fish
Board cestablished under the Fish Supply
Mansgement Acts of 1935-46. In quoting
from the 1946 report, which covers tne year
ended the 30th June, 1946, I deswre to let
the Housé know something of the charges
imposed on the induostry as a result of ihe
existence of this marketing authority.

Market dues on fish actually sold by the
board amounted te £3,931 7s, 2d. and the
cold storage charge on such fish amounted
to £1,121 5s. 7d., a total of £5,052 12s, 9d.
Taking the total guantity of fish sold by the
board, 5,593,9361b. the actual cost to the
fisherman for market dues was .168d. per
1h. and the charge for cold storage of such
fish as was placed in eold store pending
sales was .048d. per Ib, With the addition
of commission amounting to £13,867 16s, 7d.,
the eost to the fisherman per lb, of fish for
commission, market dues and cold storage
wag only .81d, per Ib. or less than 344d. per
Ib. For the year 1947, I have not the re-
port before me, but the total cost of all
charges was .56d. per lb., little more than
14d. Those charges included cold stornge,
commission and even transport. Therefore
by no stretch of imagination ean it be said
that this organisation is an expensive con-
trol board for the industry.

M=, Leslie: Did you say that that figure
included transport?

Hon, J. T. TOXKIN: Yes. The hoard
receives the fish at the port, pays the fisher-
men a certain price for it and transports the
fish to wherever it has to go.

Mr, Smith: Does that include cleaning the
fish?

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: Not so far as I
know, and the cost is slightly in excess
of Vd. a pound. This board has gone from
strength to strength, as might bre ascertained
from a perusal of the fizures supplied in
In the year 1935-36,
the guantitv of fish received for sale by the
hoard was 3,457,800 Ih. There was a steady
increase, with the exception of the middle
war years. I do not want to weary the
Honse by quoting all these figures, but I
will give those for the last two years in
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this table. Tor 1944-45, the quantity was
3,673,350 1b., or roughly nearly 200,000 lb.
more than in the initial year; although dur-
ing the pericd between the initial year and
that year, the quantity dealt with had been
in several instances close to 3,000,000 lb.
For the year 1943-46, there was a very big
increase to the large total of 3,635,096 1b.;
and if my memory serves me rightly, there
was approximately a 10 per cent. increase
on that figure for 1946-47.

So an all-time record was established bry
the board for the quantity of fish handled,
and we find that the board has erecfed
premises at various ports and from time
to time extended its faeilities to sueh an
extent that I understand they are avail-
able at all ports on the Queensland coast
for receiving fish from the fishermen, The
attractive feature about this is that the
fisherman has no worry with regard to the
disposal of his fish. His job is to go out
and catch fish and deliver it at the port,
and the marketing board guarantees to take
the whole of the cateh at a certain price.
So the fisherman knows how he stands when
he gets kis eash. Having delivered his fish,
he can go out for more. He knows what
his return has been, and he ean go out for
more withont being eoncerned about hav-
ing it put in cold storage and wondering
whether there will be a profit when it is
disposed of.

The marketing board struck a very real
difficulty at a period when, for certain types
of fish, the market was glutted. The mullet
or the berring season, for example, would
result in larger quantities being available
than the board cared to handle at the time.
That involved the board in a fairly sub-
stantial Joss, because it had agreed to take
all the fish that the men delivered. To
overcome that difficulty, last year the board
adopted the principle of grading the fish
and of fixing a different price in glut sea-
sons. So now the fisherman knows that in
between seasons when the various types of
fish are searce, his price will be a certain
figure, and in the glut season the price will
be somewhat lower. He also knows that his
fish will be graded into either or both of
two grades, according to the type of fish
he delivers. The fishermen are satisfied with
that arrangement and the industry is stable.
There is no need to lay the boats up. The
fishermen econtinue to be engaged in the
basiness of catching fish, and the bhoard
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arranges distribution, not only for the con-
sutning public in Brisbane but also for the
consuming public in the country areas of
Queensland as well.

Is not that the set-up at which we are
aiming; some system of marketing which
will enable the fisherman to go abont his
business of eatching fish without any inter-
ruption and which will, at the same time,
ensure an ever-increasing supply of whale-
some fish at reasonable prices to the great
body of consumers, whether in the town or
in the country? That is what the Queens-
land board appears to have done, if we are
to take notice of the annual reports pre-
sented to Parliament. I suppose the ad-
visory committees formed in 1945 and 1946
were aware of the existence of this board
in Queensland and of the work being done,
and that is why they advocated a somewhat
similar organisation in Western Australia.
But the Minister kas informed them that
he will have none of it. The member for
AMt. Marshall desires us to have a Seleet
Committee for the purpose of ascertaining
what he set out in his motion. What will
happen then?

1 agree with the Minister that this in-
formation is already on the files. The Min-
ister told the Honse that. and we know it
is a fact. The necessary information to
have this question determined is already
available, so why have a Select Committee
to get information we already have? 1t
would be all right if we had a guarantee
that if after consideration the Select Com-
mittee recommended a marketing board, the
Government would introduce the necessary
legislation. I would say, ‘‘By all means
let us go for the Select Committee and go
for it quickly’’; because I feel that, with
the information available, there would be
only one finding of the committee and that
would be a recommendation for legislation
along the lines of the Queensland Aet. Bat
T do not like chasing futilities very mueh,
and it seems to me that to have a Sclect
Committee to probe evidence we already
have and then make a solemn report tn
Parliament and let the matter rest there is
only to waste the time of members of the
committee and of the House, more especially
as we have already had a deelaration from
the Minister in charge of the department
that the Gavernment is opposed to hoards
and he does not want the industry shackled
with a marketing authority because in the
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near future he ezpects Western Australia
lo engage in the export trade.

I think that is a wonderful example of
wishful thinking. If something is not done
Lo put stability into this industry, without
a doubt jt will seriously languish. In recent
days I have had diseussions with men whose
capital has been sunk in this business, and
they are very perturbed at the gtate of the
industry. They bave been instrumental in
baviog large quantities of fish eaught and
delivered at Fremantle, and have been in the
unbappy position of having that fish in cold
storage because 1t could not be placed on
the market at a satisfactory figure. One
man told me—and showed me documents to
substantiate what he said—that he had paid
£90 in one month for cold storage and £60
in another month. It would need to be a
wonderful business that would stand that
drain upon it; those charges having to be
made out of the money received for the sale
of the fish. ’

To reduce eold storage liabilities, this com-
pany made the fish available to the
retailers at a reduction of 3d. a pound.
But that did not result in a reduction of
3d. a pound to the consumers. The price
remained the same, with the result that there
was no solution to the problem at all, and
the market was not expanded nor a greater
demand for the fish created. The experience
in Queensland appears to be that, as a re-
sult of the operations of the marketing
board, the demand for fish has continued
to expand and the supply has inereased as
well, indicating the healthy state of the in-
dustry, That is the very opposite to what
we have here, with the industry in a most
unhealthy state. Other industries in West-
ern Australia have been given the protec-
tion of marketing boards. The very biggest
industry which is now to receive the very
definite protection of a board is the wheat-
growing industry.

As a result of the decision of the farmers,
there is to be set up an organisation which
will give a guaranteed price for the pro-
duet delivered. That is what the fishermen
want. Are they any different from wheat-
growers with regard to what they are en-
titled to have? Do they differ in merit from
the potato-growers, or the dairymen, or the
onion-growers, or the growers of grapes?
Each of the industries I have mentioned has
heen given a marketing board, a controlling
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authority to earry out proper and controlled
distribution, We know what is wrong with
the fishing trade, so let us get busy and do
something to try to put it right. We do
not have to break new ground in this re-
spect beecause we have the benefit of the
experience of other States and countries.
Queensland is not the only place where a
marketing board has been set up.

I have literature here showing that there
are several boards in (ireat Britain, one of
them controlling only one type of fish, I
refer to the Herring Marketing Board. Her-
ring fisuing is u very big industry in Great
Britain. But other countries have seen the
veed for some form of marketing control
instead of leaving the business to the old
laissez-faire idea in the hope that it will
work out all right in the long run. It never
does—not for the producer or the consumer.
The two bodies of people suffering today in
this industry are undoubtedly the consumers,
who want more fish at reasonable priees
and cannot get it; and the Ashermen, who
are catehing more fish than they can sell
and are not prospering in the process,

So we have to come to grips with the mar-
keting problem to find a solution. There-
fore, let ms try what has been done else-
where. This marketing board did not cost
the Queensland Government very much. It
loaned £15,000 fo the board in the initial
stages, and the nmoney has by no means been
lost to the Government. The (Government
has a marketing anthority which has brought
stability to the industry and the very not-
able development of the industry appears to
be complete justification for the step it took.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Who owns the freezers
in Queensland?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Marketing
Board, whieh is an authority established
under the Fish Supply Management A -
That hoard has had te aequire premises
—it has rented them in some instances
and ia the other cases has had them
erected—and has established markefs and
depots for the receiving and disposing of
fish, It lieenses people to sell the fish and
disposes of the catches of the fishermen to
those licensed sellers. 8o far as I can aseer-
tain, there has been very little ecomplaint.
The board is represenfative of the various
seetions of the industry and of the customers
also, and it carries on the business of the
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industry to the satisfaction of all concerned.
1 can come to no other conelusion, after
huving read the reports that have come into
my possession,

Hon, K. Nulsen: And the price of tish
is much lower in Yueensland than in Wes-
tern Australia, I take it?

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: Undoubtedly, be-
canse the costs to the fisherman are so much
lower, Another pleasing aspeet is the as-
sistonce that the board has given the fisher-
men in various ways. I think its policy has
undergone n change onece or twice but
broadly it is this—

Aszsistance to Fishermen,

As mentioned in previous reports, the Board,
sinee its incepiion, has been making advances
to fishermen not only for boats, engines, gear
and equipment, but also for the purehase of
nets, the advances being repaid by deductions
from the proceeds of the catch, This policy
is being vontinued and substantial amounty will
have to be advanced to place fishermen back
in the industry on their discharge from the
Services. Most of the fishermen's boats were
taker over by the Navy at the outbreak of

IVAr.

That is a quotation from the report for
1945. The report for the year ended the
30th June, 1946, reads—

Agsiatanee to Fishermen,

Ajs mentioned in previous reports, the Board
is eontinuing its activities of assisting fisher-
men in the purchase of nets and other equip-
ment, but doring the year the DBoard has
advanced a further step in this direetion hy
setting up a serviee department at the market,
whereby the Board purchases for the fishermen
not only nets, ropes, corks, ete., but all classes
of fishing equipment for net and line fizher-
men, and keeps stock of same where possible,
The Board will also purchase parts for fisher-
men’s motor hoats and provide any other ser-
vice required hy the fishermen. The Board does
not now finance fishermen for the purchase of
boats and engines but has arranged with the
Industrial Finance Department of the Com-
monwealth Bank to provide the funds required
by the fishcrmen for this purpese.

With the ereation of markets and depots all
eapes for the transport of fish are being pro-
vided by the Beard and the fishermen are not
now required to supply or own any eases.
Assistance is also being given to fishermen to
obtain eases in the small areas where no depots
have as yet been established.

That indicates substantial help to the fisher-
men—welcome help, T imagine, Here we
have an orranisation that renders eonsider-
able assistance to the fishermen in the pur-
chase of gear and the like, and that guaran-
tees to take over the catch at a certain price.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Thal same authority arvanges for the is-
tribution of the tish so that the greatest
possible number of people can be ussored
of supplies. Is that not the end that we de-
sire to attain in Western Australia! We all
acknowledge that the present conditions are
unsatisfactory, and so far no other solution
hay been suggested, The people most ron-
egrned in this matter, having had » meeting
and considered the question, have suggestel
the establishment of a marketing authority
along the lines of that operating in Queens-
land. In the light of that, why do we want
a Beleet Commitee to go further into the
matter?

All we want is a declaration from the
Government that it will give this experiment
a trial in Western Australia, This system
has gone heyond the experimental stage in
Queensland, having been in operation there
for 12 or 13 years and, though it would be
experimental in this State, it would not cost
much to set up that authority and we would
then he ahle to ascertain whether it was of
henefit to the industry, The fact that those
concerned want it should cause the Govern-
ment to give the proposal most serious con-
sideration. I have no option, if T wish to
see the matter advanced, but to vote for the
appointment of a Select Committee. If I
voted against that course I would achieve
nothing, and if I vote for it T feel that I
still will not achieve much, unless 1 ean get ,
from the Government a declaration that it
will fake some notice of the findings and
recommendations of the Seleet Committee.

Mr, Leslie: No Government wonld give
that undertaking,

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: It shenld, in order
that we may be certain that the Select Com-
mittee will not be an utter futility. The
Minister has already informed the House
that he has al) the necessary information on
his files and I think the Government should
cive an assurance that the Seleet Committee
wi]l not be a complete waste of time, if it
is appointed. Tf there is even the faintest
hope of its achieving something T will be
prepazed to help it along.

On motion by Mr. Fox, debate adjourned.

BILL—NORTHAMPTON LANDS

RESUMPTION.
from the Couneil

Returned withont

amendment,
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BILL—FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Beceived from the Couneil and read a
first time,

BILL—NEW TRACTORS, MOTOR
VEHICLES AND FENCING
MATERIALS CONTROL.

Coyncil’s Further Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Assembly’s request for a eonference on
the amendments insisted on by the Couneil
and had appointed Hon, E. H. Gray, Hon.
R. M. Forrest and the Honorary Minister
for Agrieulture, Hon. . B, Wood, 83 man-
agers for the Council, the President’s room
as the plaee of meeting and the time 2 p.m.,
tomarrow.

As to Time for Holding Conference.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
1 move-—
That the Council be requested to alter the

time of meeting from 2 p.m. to 1130 am.
tomorrow. : '

My reason is that I feel it is not necessary
or fair to members that we should perpetu-
ate a system that has been in operation for
many years, whereby a conference hegins
al midnight and the great majority of mem-
bers are kept wandering ahout the premises
instead of being able to go home fo bed
while the eonference managers are meeting.
The (Government does not think that is a
proper way fo conduct business. If the
conference managers meet at 2 p.m. to-

morrow I doubt whether they will have had

time io eome to a decision by 3.45 p.m.
I think it would be better if the conference
met at 11.30 a.m. and the House were called
together on ihe ringing of the bells at 3.45
p-m. tomorrow in order to receive the re-
port. The Hounse could then meet at the
usual honr of 4.30 p.m.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN:
oppose the motion as T feel that
the Minister has made a sensible
move in this matter., He appreciates
the unfairness of having members waiting
round the precinets of Parliament while
confereneces are in session. Since this Cham-

I will not
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her appointed me one of its managers some-
thing has developed that causes me to ask
that I be relieved of the responsibility of
representing this House at the conference.
When the managers were being appointed
T had some doubis as to whether we should
go into conferemce with the Legislative
Council, in view of the attitude adopted
by tha representatives of the Government in
another place. I quoted from s newspaper
cutting what had oeeurred in another place.
At that time I did not have opportunity
to read all that was said regarding this
matter in that Chamber but subsequently
I did so and, as a result of what I read, I
feel that I cannot now eonscientiounsly go
into tha¢ conference and argue the point
on matters that I feel are already decided.
It was said by the Aecting Chief Secretary .
in another place, when he was agreeing to
an amendment for the exemption of cars of
under 12 horsepower, that that provisien
had really been included at the direction of
the Minister though it had been deecided
against by the Governmeni. The words he
used were—

I intend to agree that the control of motor-
ecars of under 12 horsepower shali not be
brought within the scope of the Bill. That was
net ‘ntended. Tt was done by order of the
Minister,

When I read that, I wondered what if
menut and the only conelusion I could ar-
rive at was that the Government had de-
rided to exclude ears of under 12 horse-
power but that the Minister had put that
provision in the Bill against the decision
of the (Glovernment. 1 therefore saw the
Minister for Transport and pointed this
out to him and asked what it meant. He
could not tell me what it meant so I in-
formed him that I wounld see the (tovern-
meni's representative in another place and
aseertain whether it meant what I thought
it d*d. T told the Minister that, if it did
g0, I could not conscientiously act ags a
representative at the conference.

I saw the Honorary Minister in another
place and he told me that the words to
which I have referred meant that the Bill
was not to include motorcars of under 12
horsepower hut that the Minister intended
by order to include them. It is a repetition
of what we had before. We are being
asked to agree to one thing here and the
Government has in the back of its mind
something else which it intends to do. 1
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the matter, but this method of doing
business does not satisfy me. I am noi
going to atiend any conferencq to argue
conscientiously for a point of view when
I feel that the Government wants something
different from what it proposes in this
Houze. We have already had one example
of that and thig appears to be a second one
following closely after it.

Hon. A. H. Panton: A new ‘technigue. :

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: The Minister in an-
other place has said that it was never in-
tendzd that this should be in the Bill and
yet we have to go and fight to have it kept
there. What sort of a situation is that? It
was not intended that it should be in the
Bill, yet the managers of this place have to
go slong and fight for it to be kept in the
Bill. Just imagine whai would happen in
the conference if one of the members of
another plage stated that it was never in-
fended that it should be in the Bill and
asked why should there be all the argu-
ment about it? What would the answer
be? Under those cirenmstances I feel it
is an utter futility for me fo attend the
conference and I ask the House to relieve
me of the responsibility and appoint some-
body else in my place.

The MINISTER TFOR TRANSPORT:
I regret the decision of the member for
North-East Fremantle and 1 hope that on
reconsideration he will decide to aecept the
position to which the House has elected
him, and which 1 ask him to accept. 1
give him sn assurance, and he will find it
in “Hansard,” that when I introduced the
Bill in this House the provision was to in.
clude all motorears, and I specifically men-
tioned motorears up to 12 horse-power, I
stated that the control had heen released
hy the Commonwealth and when the mem-
her for Fremantle interjected T referred him
to the “Daily News" of that night, where it
was recorded that the Commonwealth Min-
ister for Transport had found it neressary to
resume control.

Hon. J,. T. Tonkin: Unfortunately we
have had one instance of where the Gov-
ernment changed its opinion over-night.

The Minister for Lands: That
correct.

is not

by regnlation.
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do not knew who is to blame with regard to Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The answer the

Minister gave to my gnestion this afternoon,
proves it conclusively.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
Whatever may have been said elsewhere,
the (iovernment stands by the Bill as intro-
duced in this House and by the recorded
statements T made when introducing it. If
members will refer to “Hansard” they will
see that | steted that it was hoped’ the
eonirol of vehicles up to 10 and 12 horse-

power would be released within two
months or so.
Hon, A. H, Panton: What is the answer

to the statement by the Minister in another
place? He will be on the conference, that
is the trouble.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
As 1 assured the liouse earlier, we are
going there to fight for the decision of this
House. In reply to the statement made by
the member for North-Kast Fremantle that
it was the intenlion of the Minister, and he
was referring to me, to proclaim this by
regulation, I would remind him that the
Minister controliing the et will be the Hon-
orary Minter for Agriculture. [ unly in-
troduced it in this House because it had to
be introduced in the Legislative Assembly.
Consequently if any orders were to be
made they wounld be made by the Honorary
Minister for Agriculture and not by me.

Hon, J, T. Tonkin: That makes it
wWorse,

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
I wish to make it quite clear that neither
the Government nor myself had any inten-
tion of introducing anything such as that
We were perfectly clear
and outspoken in our attitude.

Mr. Rodoreda: It is time someone re-
signed if that is the ease.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
T appeal to the hon. member to reeonmsider
his attitude, If some statement has been
made, mavbe by mistake, in the other
place, I do not think that is any reason
why we should be forced inte an intoler
able position in this Hoose. I wounld be
most reluetant indeed to be foreed to pick
a team of managers without representa-
tion from the other side of the House. T
again appeal to the hon. member to re-
copsider his attitnde and saecept the posi-
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tion as a manager. I give him every as-
surance that he will get support from me,
and I think I ¢an answer for the other
manager as well, to see that' the Bill, as
we want it, is agreed to.

Point of Order,

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: Mr, Spesker, what
action is open to me, in order that I may
be absolved from the responsibility of at-
tending the conference? I have made it
plain that I do not desire to go fo the con-

- ference and I have given my reasons. I

feel that it may not be a healthy confer-
ence for some people, so [ think it would
be better, in the interests of the Govern-
ment, to appoint somebody else because 1
feel strongly about the matter. This is
another trick being put over us by some-
body and I am not going to be a party to
it in any shape or form. I will refer to
what happened before when the appro-
priate time comes and I will prove what I
said up to the hilt.

The Minister for Lands:

Hon J. T, Tonkin: I can,

The Minister for Lands: No. -

Hon. J. T, Tonkin: The Minister made
& statement on the Thursdav that certain
things were to be induded in the Bill as
well as certain provisions, but on the same
day, in another place, the Minister repre-
'-'vcntmg the Government made a stMement
of policy which was entirely different.
When T asked the Mlinister here when the
decision was made, he gave a date which
eoineided with the deliverv of the speech
in another place, and which was a day

Youn ecannot.

after he delivered a speech in this House.

If that does not prove that the (iovern-
ment changed itz mind over-night, T do not
know what doex. Under the eirenmstances
T ask the House to absolve me from the
necessity of having to attend the confer-
ence and to seleet somebedy else in my
place. '

Hon, J. B. Sleeman: What ean the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle do to be
exempted from serving on the team of
managers?

Mr. Speaker: The Minister will make his
own arrangements.

Ton. J. B. Sleeman: Tt has nothing to
do with the Minister. The member for
North-East Fremantle has asked the House
tn dn something, and he should he given a
¢ = . tpg" answer. Fe should be granted
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exemption and I do not see why youw, Mr.
Speaker, should say that the Minister will
make his own arrangements, The House will
make the.arrangements,

Mr. Speaker: The member for North-East
Fremantle has given his reasons and, as the
Minister is in charge of the Bill, it is no
concern of the Speaker.

The Minister for Transport: I must ask
the Acting Leader of the Opposition if the
views of the member for North-East' Fre-
mantle coincide with all members of the
Opposition and whether it is the intention
that no member of the Opposition shall ac-
cept appointment as a manager.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: I have not had an
oppertunity, to consult any members of the
Opposition on the matter. T have been ex-
tremely busy today, especially since tea, pre-
paring material for a speech which I must
make in this House tomorrow. Consequently
it has been impossible for me even to fol-
low the course which the debate has taken
since the tea adjournment. If the Minister
wants to test ont the position as to whether
any member of the Opposition side ig pre-
pared to serve on the team of managers at
the conference, he would have to try by
nominating one or other members of the
(ipposition, or perhaps by adjourning the
matter for the time heing.

“Hon.*T. B. Sleeman: In the event of a
member asking to be relieved from the posi-
ton af a manager, is it not your duty, Mr.
Speaker, to put the question to the House?
He should he permitted to withdraw if he
sn wishes.

Mr. Speaker: T have given my ruling and
T stand hy it.

Debate Resumed,
Question put and passed.

MOTION—TIMBER INDUSTRY.
As to Benefity for Workers.

, Debate resumed from the 20th September
on the following motion by Mr. Revnolds:—

That in the opinion of this House the timber
workers of this State are entitled to the same
henefits as the Collie miners are receiving under
ihe Collie Miners’ Amenity Fund proclaimed
4n March, 1948,

to which the Minister for Forests
moved an amendment as follows:—

That all words after the word ‘‘house’’ in
line 2 of the motion be struck out and the fol-
lowing words inserted in lieu:—*‘The Govern-

had

*



ment should examine the position as to the
provision by the sawmilling industry of ameni-
ties for timber workers.’’

MRB. MAY (Collie—on améndment})
{6.4v]: As une who has the honour to rep-
Tesent guite a humber of timber workers, L
welcome the resolution introduced by the
member tor Forrest. In my opinion there
is no more loyal or hard-working section of
.the community than the timberworkers.
Down through the yeurs the timberworker
* has been a most consistent and most loyal
worker for the State and the work in which
he engages is of a very arduous nature. 1
regard most timberworkers as being very
bad]y circumstanced as regards conveniences
when taking into consideration the amenities

. L]
enjoyed by many other sections of the com-
munity.

The housing conditions, water supplies,
roads, ete, are all ingdequate. There is no
such thing as electrie light and many other
items that I could mention which are en-
joyed by the public in the larger towns.
The Minister when speaking to the motion
showed thut he was in sympathy with it and,
although he moved an amendment, I feel
that the ohjects set out to be achieved by
the member for Forrest can still be done
under the amendment. The Minister re-
ferred to the fact that most timbermills
are now very small and that the life of small
mills is short as compared with the large
mills that were in existence in days gone
by. That really makes the necessity for the
motion more urgent. After all when 30 or
40 people pgo into the bush, where there arve
no roais, nothing hnt the virgin bush, they
deserve some consideration. Tn numerous
cases those men who go to such jobs have
.families, some of them large, and there is
little or nothing to interest the families at
the mills except the existence undertaken
by the breadwinner te earn his pay.

Timber, like coal, is 2 national asset. We
do not have to grow the trees; they are al-
ready there in the bush. For that very
reason, 1 feel that the workers engaged in
the industry are entitled to some considera-
tion arising from the henefits derived from
that national asset. There are many directions
in which amenities ecould he provided for
the people there. In the conrse of his re-
marks, the Minister referred to large mills
like that at Pemberton, but there are many
other centres that he eould have mentioned.

- [ABSEMBLY.]

Pemberton is more or less like Collie, see-
ing that the industry there is eentralised
with a large community that has grown up,.
with the result that those employed there
can enjoy most of the amenities that ave
available to other sections of the people.
Once we get away from those larger timber-
mills, then the question of providing
amenities hecomes most urgent,

I agree with the Minister that people
who are prepared to withdraw themselves
as it were from civilisation, are deserving
of more consideration than those who re-
side in the metropolitan area and other
¢losely settled distriets. On account of the
seattered nature of their work, timher-
workers must be dealt with, from the
amenity point of view, differently from
those who, for instance, egn enjoy the
privileges available at a large centre like
Collie. T do not think the member for For-
rest, when he moved the motion, intended
that the same set-up should apply, but
rather to divect attention to the need for
amenities and not so much to draw a com-
parison between the coalminers and the
timberworkers. Down the years the men
employed in the forests have heen nore or
less poorly paid individuals, eonsiderin
the nature of their work and the eireum-
stancees in which they live. It is quite im-
possible to  provide up-to-date schooling
toeilitids or amenities such as ean be en-
joyed in settled areas, in view of the seat-
tered nature of the work throughout the
bush.

The faet that timbermills are uot perman-
ent undertakings makes it all the wore
receysary for some facilities to be provided
whereby the families of the workers con-
cerned ean keep pace, more or less, with
those in more favonred districets, from the
point of wview of education and se forth.
The Minister seemed to be coneerned as to
what type of amenities eould be provided.
1 suggest that the means of providing them
should he drawn from all timbpr produced
on the square. It shouwld be angmented hy
a royalty on all timber and its provision
should have no relation to the ultimate cost
of the commodity. I feel that a scheme of
that deseription could be administered hy
a committee, or board, representative of
all sections of the industry, and payments
made from the fund shou!d be on the hasis
of representations from the varions mills
concerned. The timberworker himself would
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bhave a muech fairer idea of the amenities
required than could any hoard have in de-
termining what amenities he should receive,
Only by such means could a fund be ad-
ministered so as to alleviate the disabili-
ties suffered by such a scattered commun-
ity.

To illustrate what I mean: The timber-
worker is not overpaid for the labour he
undertakes. He is one of the poorest paid
workers in the State. He goes through the
year, and the time arrives for his annual
bolidays. He has not had mugh opportunity
during the twelve months to provide the
funds neeessary to enable bim to take his
family away for a holiday, as others more
fortunately cireninstaneced can. That is
one direction in which the amenities fund
coulit operate, If the timberworker knew
that at the end of 12 months he eould take
his family away to the seaside or somewhere
else, for a holiday, it would do much to
stabilise the industry and encourage others
to enter if, a result that is so much desired
at present. In my clectorate there are mills
like Treesville, Buckingbam and Lyall's, and
the only ehanee the workers there have of
visiting a township is when a bus service
is provided for them. That is another way
in whieh the fund could he applied.

The Minister veferred to the fact that
men in the timber industry work five days
a week, which meant that they had Satur-
days and Sundays, to themselves. Of what
nse are Saturdays and Sundays to such
workets, apart from the rest from toil, un-
less they can take their families away
somewhere where there will be a change of
environment? If a transport service were
made available to enable the workers to
visit Collie or some other large town in the
South-West during the week-end, what a
change it would mean for their families, to
say nothing of the benefit derived by the
timherworkers themselves. There are two
conerete direetions in whieh the fund could
bre utilised with advantage. Action along
those lines would serye the industry in good
stead in many direetions. It might attraect
more workers o the forests. The industry
is sadly under-manned, having regard to its
peeds. Reference has been made to the
condition in which the timberworkers and
their families are forced to live. Usually
they have a poor type of house, with in-
adequate water supplies and so forth, I
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have been in some of their homes during
the winter and in many instances they weze
literally washed out. During the summer
moenths they had to put up with the incon-
venience of blow-flies and other pests,
against which tbey had no effective pro-
tection,  They suffered many other dis-
abi'ities as well.

I do not think we should draw any com-
parison between the position of workers
scattered throughout the bush and that
of thosg more eonvenieutly sitnated in |
the Jarger towns. [ do not suggest
that the workers in the towns should
not reeeive some consideration from the
amenities fund, but I feel that those
who are working in seattered, isolated
areas far away from fownships are
the people most deserving of consideration.
The Minister also mentioned timberworkers
wha were conveniently situated so that they
could take trips to the coast to engage in
fisking at week-ends. Those facilities are
enjoyed only by the workers in the Pember-
ton, district and the areas to the south and
towards the coast. Fven so, those men are
not able to take their wives and families
wilh them. T snggest there is not mueh en-
joyment for a timberworker who is in the
bush all the week, although he may rejoin
his family at night, if he has to go to the
const for fishing purposes by himself.

We shonld not take into eonsideration
cireumstances peculiar to a few people liv-
ing in the lower South-West. I am con-
cerned that the fund should be established
and that it should be financed from rovalties
imposed on timber. After all, the worker
in the bush euts himself off from the pleas-
ures and amenities of town life in the in-
terests of the State itself, and he is there-
fore entitled to the consideration T suggest.
As T have indieated, a ecommittee should be
sel up to eontrol the expenditure from the
fund, and T feel that there is no body more
eanable of suggesting what amenities should
be provided than one drawn from the people
to whom the amenities will apply. To some
extent the forest workers are in the same
position as timberworkers although the
former possibly enjoy better types of houses
and work in more or less compact groups
with about a dozen houses in each forest
ceatre,

Many of these forestry seitlements are
cut off from the larger towns, and I agree
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with the Minister that the men working in

* tbhem should be included among those who

are to be provided with amenities, The Min-
ister’s suggestion that a conference of all
people in any way engaged in the timber
industry should he convened would prove
beneficial, could it be arranged. No doubi,
such a conference would suggest many
amenities that eould be provided for the
timberworkers. The Minister’s amendment
is really as satisfactory as is the mation;
and I am being led to hope that the interest

" which he has shown in the motion will prove

to be the forerunner of a fund to provide
amenities for the workers, Speaking gen-
erally, the families of the timberworkers
are lagging far behind so far as education
and social standing are conecerned, for the
reason that they are confined in the bush
where they have no chance of getting the
standard of living -enjoyed by other mem-
bers of the community. The time has ar-
rived when we should take stock of the con-
ditions under which our timber workers

. live, or exist.

T honestly feel that we all should ‘do every-
thing in our power to see that people who
are prepared to go into the bush and live
under such conditions are given the oppor-
tunities and the standards of life which we
ourselves expeet to enjoy. It will be ob-
served that families who have lived for any
length of time jn the bush are easily picked
ont when they visit Perth or & town such as
Collie. One can easily notice how strange
the surroundings ate to them. When child-
ren brought up in the bush reach maturity,
the econditions under which they have lived
during their childhood must bave an unde-

sgirable or prejudicial effeet upon them.

That is why we should jnterest ourselves in
some scheme whereby they can he given
the amenilies which they should enjoy but
which, in their case, are nop-existent. I
therefore feel that the motion, as sought to
be amended by the Minister, should receive
the support of the House,

MR: STYANTS (Kalgoorlie—on amend-
ment) {9.4]: The proposal outlined in the
motion follows on the provizsion of the
amenities fund that was established under
the Coal Miners’ Welfare Act. Possibly tha
member for Forrest was given heart to
bring this motion forward in the statement
made by the Minister who was ncting for
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the Minisier for Mines in introducing that
measure. The Minister said he thought that
in the near future similar funds would have
to be provided for many classes of workers
—a sentiment to which I heartily suhscribe.
1 have great sympathy for the men working
in the timber industry, particularly those
working in the bush eamps. I also have
great admiration for the womenfolk who
accompany their men in those camps and
bear and rear children there, with no ameni-
ties whatever. They have no medical atten-
tion, no schooling facilities, no ablution
facilities, while the class of house in which
they have to live must be seen to he fully
realised. I am speaking now of the bush
workers.

There is no doubt about the worthiness of
the timberworker to participate in a funid
of this kind, He has been a most loyal
worker to the industry; only on very rare
occasions has he taken direet action. I doubt
whether the record of the timberworkers of
this State ecan be equalled by any other
body of workers elsewhere in -Australia. «
Whilte I approve entirely of the provision
of aménities for the eoalminers, and while
I realise the grduous nature of their work
and the distasteful conditions nnder which
they labour, I d¢ not think one ean compare
their conditions with those of the timber-
workers. Once the miners leave work, they
do not lack amenitirs, They have good
hotels, billiard saloons, picture shows and
dance halls—every amenity that is available
in a town of the size of Collie. The timber-
worker only in rare instaneces can enjoy such
amenities,

T shall deal partiewlarly with the bush
workers, hecanse, as a memhber of the Honor-
ary Roynl Commission which inguired into
the housing conditions of timber employees,
I had the opportunity to inspect their work-
ing and living conditions, as well as the
working and living conditions of the men
employed on the timbermills. The housing
ronditions of the bush workers are in many
instances deplorable, and, as T have said,
must be seen to he reslised. I was born in
a shack on a timbermill, and the class of
accommodation has not improved since. As
a matter of fact, at some of the mills the
same sort of house is still in existenee ex-
cept that it is the worse for 50 odd years’
wear, :
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In passing, I would say that some of the
millowners realise this and are providing
a heticr class of scecommodation. We saw
some very eomfortable houses that would
be eagerly sought after in the metropolitan
area. These were made available at a
reasonable rent, but they are the exception.
The others fall into the category of homes
that would have been regarded as quite
comfortable some 40 or 45 years ago, but
would not now he considered to be a stan-
dard house. We found that the women-
folk in many instances were having a par-
ticularly bad time. Roofs were leaking and
in some of the homes we saw dishes and
buckets placed in the lounge or bedroom
to catch the leaking water. In many of the
homes baths were not provided. There was
an acute shortage of water at many of the
mills and the mill management was not at-
tempting to provide a sufficient supply. I
notieed that when the Minister was speak-
ing to the motion he mentioned two mills
only, Pemberton and Hakea, two State
mills, Pemberton has, as was pointed ont
by the member for Nelson, a large commun-
ity which enjoys many amenities that can
be found in plenty of towns thronghout
the length and breadth of the State.

The aeccommodation at the Hakea State
Mill is almost ideal, except that electric
light is not provided. The homes are heau-
tiful and are built on spacions blocks of
land. There is an abundance of water
which, however, is not potable, but
rainwater tanks are provided. An ample
supply is Iaid on to the blocks and conse-
quently the conditions there are almost
ideal. This remark applies also to
Nyamup, where we saw some first-class ae-
commodation. In many localities which we
visited the water supply was crude in the
extreme. The housing at two of the mills
which were mentioned as being within the
electorate of the member for Collie—Lyall’s
and Buckingham's—had a depressing effect
on the members of the Commission. The
water supply at Lyall's Mill—and this mill
has been in existence to my knowledge for
over 40 years—had to be earried in a bucket
or kerosene tin from a ereek which had a
thin trickle of water.

The water was open fo pollution on hoth
sides of the creek by the indiscriminate
patches of horse and eattle refuse, and by
fowl pens abutting on it. The houses had
no showers and were deplorable in the
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extreme, particularly from the point of
view of the womenfolk. In some of the
localities there was not even a dance hall
in wiich to hold a social evening. As I
have said, the pegple with whom T partien-
larly sympathised were the men working
in the bush eamps. Almost without ex-
ception their conditions were bad. In many
instances they were working 12 or 15 miles
from any large centre of population, and
it was not the exception to find some of
them living in camps measuring 9ft. by Bft.
These were neither lined nor ceiled, except
in some cases where the men had them-
selves ent down some chaff bags and placed
them in the ceiling to prevent the water
dropping from the corrugated iron on te
their clothing on a frosty morning. When
they left for work they would get wet to
the knees even on a fine day. They were
foreced to work in all weathers and on re-
turning to their camp at night, not even s
drop of hot water was provided for them
by the company. They had to light a fire,
take off their wet clothes and prepare their
own meals, They had to live and sleep and
keep their foodstuffs dry, as well as dry
their clothing, in these hovels 9f. by 8ft.

If any section of men is entitled to
some consideration, it is the bush timber-
worker. 1 am not going to say that those
living in the larger communities shouid be
exeluded from the benefits of any ameni-
ties fund. As far as I can see, with rare
excentions—Nyamup was one—the timber
companies make no provision at all for the
entertainment or social life of their em-
ployees. On 2 number of occasions 1 asked
those vepresenting the millowners whether
they provided or encouraged any eclass of
entertainment or recreation for their em-
ployees. With few exeeptions, they said
that usually the private companies made
them available. On inquiry I found that,
in almost every case, it was, with the bush
worker, simply a matter of eat, sleep and
work. No reereation of any kind was pro-
vided for him. Neither did he have faeili-
ties of any sort, or even the decencies that
men are entitled to in these enlightened
days. Generally, the housing eonditions for
the womenfolk, even in the large centres,
were not up to standard. In many plaees
they did not have stoves or baths unless
they provided them for themselves. In
some cases where they were provided by
the company an additional rent was
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charged. Rents were not extortionate at
any time, but if a stove or bath was pro-
vided, an additional amount of about 1s.
a week was charged.

It is ditlicult to understand how, in these
days, any company could be so wnmindful
of the welfare of its employees as not to
provide a bath, shower or stove. Although
many of the mills have been established
for a period of 50 years, we find that the
employers, with the exception of those at
the railway mill at Banksiadale, have not
been sufficiently enterprising to provide elec-
tricity. That could easily have been done
by installing small diesel units, as has been
done on many of the small mining shows
on the Goldfields. The Commission did not
recommiend that the ecompanies should be
compelled te put in these plants because of
the faet that there was likelihood—almost
a definite promise, in fact—that within five
vears the electricity scheme for the South-
West would be an accomplished fact. To say
that 25 or 30 of these plants should be
provided and then scrapped after a short
period, did not appeal as being worthy of
recommendation. Had the millowners been
in any way enterprising, they would have
seen the comforts and amenities that could
be derived from the supplying of electrieity,
and they would have put in these plants
many years ago.

There is also the question of roads and
footpaths, Some wmill sites, with 50 or 60
houses, have been there for up to 50 years,
and they have not got a decent footpath
or toad. The roads are just what the
tradesmen make between the rows of
houses, and no footpaths are provided. How
the women got along with perambulators
was a mystery to us. Even at an old-
established mill like Yarloop, there was
loose sand immediately the women got out-
side their doors. How they moved along
with their perambulators up to the axles
in sand was difficult to understand. T men-
tion these matters to show that not omly
are the menfolk labouring under very un-
favourable conditions, but that the women-
folk are, in many instances, living in eir-
cumstances much below what is a reasonable
standard.

I realise, with the Minister, that the mat-
ter of providing these amenities for the
timberworkers is much more difficult than
it was for the Collie miners. These people
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are scattered over wide areas and, in many
instances, are in small groups. I think tke
Minister's suggestion is excellent, that the
parties should be called together to dis-
cuss, first, whether a levy should be made
on the timber provided by these people for
the inauguration of an amenities fund, see-
ondly, what the nature of the amenities
should be and, thirdly, how they should be
applied and a workable scheme brought in-
to operation. Probably the Minister’s sug-
gestion will have more far-reaching effects
than the well-intentioned motion of the
member for Forrest. All I can say in eon-
elusion js that the motion has my whole-
hearted support. I believe these people are
& very deserving class. They have been
most loyal to the other sections of the
community of the State, in that they have
rarely had industrial trouble, and the com-
modity they produce is absolutely essential
to our progress and welfare. If anything
can be done to improve the lot of these
people, and particularly the bush workers,
it will have my whole-hearted support.

MR, BOVELL (Sussex—on amendment)
[9.22]: I feel I should make some contribu-
tion to the debate because I represent a
considerable number of timberworkers. |
wish to pay a tribute to the sterling work
they have done throughout the years. They
are entitled to great credit for the way they
have stuck to their work when the produet
they are sending out is so mueh needed.
It does the heart good to see what they do
at the timbermills in the interests of the
community. I travel through my electorate,
in which there are 17 or 18 mills. In mov-
ing the motion, the member for Forrest was
very well intentioned, but I cannot see how
amenities ean be provided for a scattered
community in the same way as they can be
for the Collie miners who ave assembled in
a small area. ’

The timberworkers are wvery seatbered.
We have the mills, the bush camps, the fall-
ers and so on. It would be hard to get
amenities that would be accepable to them
all, I think the Minister’s suggestion iz a
very good one. Before we rush in and create
vartons funds, the interested people repre-
senting the timberworkers should get to-
gether and eonfer, The workers and the mill-
ers should see whether some equitable scheme
can be submitted for the provision of these
amenities, We do not want the position to



arise that after a fund is established some
timberworkers will say that, whilst others
are receiving amenities, they are not. 'We
have to see that we have a well-balanced
scheme. I feel that the Minister is on the
right track with his suggestion.

ME. REYNOLDS (Forrest—on amend-
ment) [9.26]: I thank the Minister for
Forests for his sympathetic handling of the
motion, and also the members representing
the electorates of Nelson, Collie, Kalgoorlie
and Sussex for their contributions to the
debate. I should like to maKe it clear that
I moved the motion at the request of the
exeentive of the Timber Workers’ Umon,
which is an organisation with o membership
of over 2,000 men. Members will recall that
in November of last year a Bill was pre-
sented to this House to give certain coun-
vessions to the Collie miners. When I went
through my electorate in February and
March of this year, T was asked at various
mills what was my attitude in regard to
that Bill, and had I any intention of re-
questing the same consideration to be ex-
tended to the timberworkers. I told them
that it was a matter for the nnion, and if
the executive was in favour of the sugges-
tion, then T would be only too willing to
move aceordingly in the House. ‘That is how
the motion came to be moved. It was not
of my volition, but because the timber-
workers realised that they were worthy of
the same consideration that was extended
to the Collie miners.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member, I take
it, is speaking on the amendment and not
replying.

AMr. REYNOLDS: Yes. I was pleased to
hear the Minister say that we should give
consideration fo these amenities. I feel he
was sincere when he made that remark. The
words that the Minister proposes to have
inserted are not as specific as I would like,
but nevertheless I feel he was sincere in
what he said, and made a penuine attempt
to meet the position. As the executive of
the Timber Workers’ Union will be meet-
ing tn a fortnight’s time, T suggest to the
Minister that a conference along the lines
he mentioned be convencd at the same time.
T know perfertly well that at the next meet-
ing of the executive of the union I shall be

asked Lo explain what has taken place here
in regard to the motion. I trust the Min-
ister will give some thought to convening
this conference so that we can put forward
suggestions which will result in good com-
ing of the motion.

Amendment put and passed; the motion, as
amended, agreed to.

BILL—NEW TRACTORS, MOTOR
VEHICLES AND FENCING
MATERIALS CONTROL,

_As toe Manager’s Withdrawal and Sub-
stitution.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
In regard to the representation of the
Asgembly managers at the conference on
this Bill, I regret to say that the Acting
Leader of the Opposition has informed me
that no member of his Party is prepared
to act, T therefore move—

That the member for Uanning be appointed
manager in place of the member for North-
East Fremantle,

Question pnt and passed.

BILL—BUSH YIRES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 29th-September.

MR. PERKINS {York—in reply) [9.33]:
I have listened with interest to the speeches
of members on this Bill. Some of the sug-
gestiony that have been made I have, to some
extent, been able to deal with in amend-
ments 1 have placed on the notice paper.
Amongst the amendments of which I have
given notice is oge that is in reply to an
objection, raised by the Minister for Yands
wheo controls the depariment, regarding the
possibility of some district being so large
and strapgly—if 1 may put it that way—
that it would be difficult for any fire brigade
set up at any central point to cover the
whole of its area. I regard that as a valid
objection in certain circumstances and have
endeavoured to cover it by proposing to
grant the Minister powet to procddaim the



whole of a local authority’s distriet, or any
portion thereofy as the area to be covered.

Another objeetion which the member for
Leederville brought to my notice as the re-
sult of a diseussion which he had with Mr,
Watson of the King's Park Board was in
regard to that provision of the Bill which
specifies uan oificer appointed under the
Forests Aet to carry vut any inspections at
the request of the Minister, [t appears that
there would be some difficulty in obtaining
the offierr required by the limitations set
out in the original elause. I therefore pro-
pose to overcome that ebjection by speeify-
ing any field officer of the Forests Depart-
ment, which is the svggestion originally
¢oming from Mr. Watson, The member for
Nelson also raisxl some objection in that
the Bill did not cover all erops which were
jnsurable under the heading of erops., I
undérstand that he will move certain amend-
ments to make. the Bill more comprebensive
in that rogard and I will have no objection
to them.

There is another item, which was not
specifically raised by any member, hut as a
result of the discussion on the Bill I realise
it is a neeessary provision to cover a point
which the Minister did not actually touch on.
The point is that quite an efficient brigade
may be sef up in a particular avea, but it
is possible, due to some loss of enthunsiasm
on the part of the people forming the bri-
gade or for any other reason that caused
the brigade to lose its efficicney, it would
be unjust tn carry on the statutory redue-
tion of liremium for that partieular area
when, in faet, an efficient brigade did not
exist. Therifare, I propose to add a provision
to enable the Miuister to withdraw approval
if any such contingeney shonld arise, ]

Amonz cerlnin other points raised, the
Minister said that it would be very expen-
sive ty transfor a forest wfficer from area
to aren to make the inspeetion te,which I
have referred. Tt is inevitable that some in-
speetion niust take place and T have made
that clanse in the Bill very wide to give the
Minister the maximum diseretion possible,
which T believe will make the measure work-
able. The Minister may or may not charge
the costs of sneh an inspeetion to the loeal
anthority. T am hoping that it will be the
practice s of the Government, if the Bill
becomes an Act, that in making such inspec-
tions the cost of them will be met from gen-
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eral revenue. The Government will be get-
ting off quite lightly in the matter of pro-
tection to property in country areas
compared with protection te property in
town areas because in the latter areas, under
the provision of the Fire Brigades Aect, the
Government is called upon’ to find two-ninths
of the expense to maintain that big organ-
isation. Surely it would be guite a small
contribution to ask the Government to stand
the eost of such a inspection to give effect
to this provision of the Bill

The Minister also mentioned that he
thonght the advisory commitiee was
against sueh a measure, My information
is that the advisory committee has not as
yet considercd the matter elosely, but that
it proposes to do so later. I have con-
tacted the three road hoard representatives
on the advisory ecommittee and they are all
in favour of such action being taken. I
eannot speak for other members of the ad-
visory committee and do not know what
their opinions are. The Minister also said
ke though it would be, necessary to have
a uniform standard of equipment hefore
anything could be done. I doubt whether
the Minister, in making that remark, fully
understood my intention. Tt is inevitahle
that there will be a wide disparity in the
types of eqnipment necessary to cope with
the great range of conditions existing in
this State. For instance, the eonditions
in the Geraldion area differ greatly from
the five risk eonditions in the eastern wheat-
belt, and again there is a very great dif-
ference in the econditions in the area re-
presented by the member for XNelson.

I think the Minister and his advisers
will have to excrcise a good deal of dis-
eretion to determine what is suitahle equip-
ment for each area. In the ecarly stages
at leasf, T bhelieve it will be necessary to
approve of eertain brigades, but if the loeal
authorities give =ome indiecation that they .
will improve their equipment and thug
justify the Minister’s proclamation of
their area, with a resultant reduetion in
the premiums charged in that area, some
diseretion could he cxereised. However,
it is very necessary to reserve the maxi-
mum diseretion fo the Minister and the
exereise of that discretion, I believe, will
enable the measure, if it hecomes Taw, to
operate effectively.
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Now I wish to refer to the equipment
that already exists in country areas. The
Minister seems to think that none of the
country authorities has sufficient equipwent
at present to justify this legislation. Ad-
mittedly the equipment varies in different
areas, and T am inclined to think that few
areas at present would justify their pro-
clamation under the measure, but I believe
that with the coming into force of this
legislation, many more local authorities

would be encouraged to set up the requisite -

equipment. At present there is a {endency
amongst local authorities to ask the ques-
tion, **Who is going to gain the benefit
if we expend the money of the ratepayers
in setting up equipment costing probably
£1,000, £2,000 or even £3,0009?? This has
militated against the standard of equip-
ment which we all hope will eventually
hecome a feature of our country fire bri-
gades. T should like to quote from a letter
T received from the seeretary of the Bruee
Ttock Foad Beard, who is known to some
members. It was not written with the ob-
jeet of being quoted, but T believe that
Mr. McGuigan would have no objection to
my reading sections for the information
of members. It states—

For the ensuing fire season, as you know, we
have three hrigades—3 fire engines and 7
(seven) mobile units which are loaded to motor
trucks and operated manually.

Replacement value of above equipment is
approximately £3.245, The three trucks were
purchased ex disposals—the last two being in
practically new condition,

Cost of the trucks is £100 each (£300 in

all). Labour, of course, is voluntary.
. The local authority maintains the equipment,
Insurance on volunteer members of brigades,
vehicle insurance, ete., and has imposed an
additional rate to return the required funds.
An important point is that an efficient fire
fighting organisation can exist, generally, in
the townsites only where volunteer personnel
are available to maintain the serviee and to
man the fire trucks.

During the fire hazard season, farmers are
oecupied fully on sexsonal works and not avail-
able for rehearsala, They do, of eourse, turn
up and join in with the knapsack sprays
(which are essentizl to complete the sub-
jection of the outbreak).

So that those who comprise the brigade per-
sonnel have mostly little financial interest in
the properties they proteet. When away fight-
ing fires, some of them are actually contribut-
ing by loss of business during their absence.
Some measure of compensation will have to be
made lest their present enthusiasm is damp-
ened by personal losses.
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This also applies to value of clothes ruined
in fire fighting. The point raised by Mr. Thorn
could be overcome possibly hy inducing Ineal
authorities to provide efficient equipment. This
would oeeur if reduction in premiums were
effected a3 soon as the distriet was *'OK'A."’
by the inspector. Locnl authorities are not
likely to provide complete equipment in the
interests of the underwriters, hut they would
no dounbt in the interest of the ratepayers.

I hope you are successful, as very shortly
the hoards will be unable to secure these ex-
cellently-suited 4 x 4 Army vehicles at such
low prices.

In £3 years in the vountry F have witnessed
many a launching of schemes to henefit some-
thing or other and T have heen on show com-
mittees, hospital committeeg, ete. The bush
fire fighting organisation at Bruee Rock is by
far the most sensible and impressive idea I
have known. It is to evervone’s benefit, of
course, hut mainly to the insurance companies.
The whole thing may subside if it is not given
proper recognition. Yours truly, H. L. Me

Guigan,

That letter will give members a eertain
amount of information from a man who is
in elose contact with one of the best equipped
country fire brigades. In the area 1 repre-
sent, there are brigades of one sort or an-
other in all the centres. In York there is
a large quantity of light equipment which
iz located around the district and ihe
people there are in proeess of aenuiring a
vehicle and equipping it on similar lines
to the trueks of fire brigades seen at the
recenl show. Narembeen is taking similar
action. Cunderdin and Meckering have u
number of pumps and other equipment dis-
tributed through the district. In each of
those areas considerable public funds are
being expended for the equipment of the
brigades.

As regards the underwriters, I know ane
who does probahly more crop fire insurance
than any other and he is strongly in favour
of this proposal. If Parliament does not
accept the Bill, it will be necessary for the
Government to take some aetion because
I am certain that requests will be received
from country areas that it will be
jmpossible for it to ignore. The only
alternative proposal I can think of is
a system of bush fire brigades on similar
lines to the brigades constituted under the
Fire Brigades Act. Under thaf statute, the
insuranee companies are called upon to
pay five-ninths of the cost, the Government
pays two-ninths and the local authority
pays two-ninths, but the insuranee ecom-
panies are very hostile to that set-up. They
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complain that the Fire Brigades Board in-
curs all sorts of expense for its large or-
ganisation and brings down a budget each
vear and, no matter what the cost may be,
they have to pay five-ninths of the eost
based on the proportion of business each
transacts.

[ understand from the insurance com-
paies that they niueh prefer this set-up to
anvthing on the lines of the Fire Brigades
Board. I make that point in case anyone
thinks that the insurance rompanies will fare
worse under thiz proposal than they might
under some other: T have every confidenre
in snhmitting the Bill to the House, I he-
lieve that it ¢an e made to work., The
Minister told e privately that he has now
withdrawn his aobiections, as he thinks the
measure can he safely allowed to pass. 1
am eertain that, with the will te do so, we
ean make this a useful piece of legislation
and that it will he the means of enconraging
bush fire hrizades all over the country.

Mz, Marshall: What about your colleagnes
in another place?

Mr, PERWINS: I am hoping to get their

assistanee, too.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Tt might come to n
eonference,

Mr. PERKINS: The real object of the
Bill i= not to save a few shillings that might
he ohtained in the wav of rebates on pre-
miwms, but tn eneourage the establishment
of proper hush fire brigades all over the
State.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Cammitire.

Alr. Hill in the Chair; Mr. Perkins in
charge of the Bill.

Clanses 1 and 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Amendment of principal Aect:

On motions by Mr. Perking, clause
amended by inserting in line 4 of Subsec-
tion (1} of proposed Section 35A after the
word “district” the words, *or any part
thereof” and by inserting after the word
“distriet” in line 3 of Subsection (2) the
words “or any part thereof.”

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. PERKINS: I move an amendment—

That in line 1 of Suhsection (3) of proposed
new Section 35A after the word *fdistriet??
the words ‘*or part thercof’’ be inserted,
The difference in the wording of this amend-
ment is due to the advice of the Parliament-
ary Draftsman.

Amendment put and passed.

On mation by Mr. Perkins, clanse further
amended by striking out in Subsection (5)
of proposed new Section 35 the words “a
forest officer appointed under the Forests
Act, 1918-1931,” and inserting the wards,
“any fleld officer of the Forests Nepartment™
in lien.

Mr. HOAR: T move an amendment—

That in line 2 of Subscetion {(3) of pro-
posed new Section 35B after the word ‘“har-
lex’" the words ‘‘flax, meadow hay' he in-
serted.

The reason 15 obvious. The flax growing
areas in my distriet are rensonably well
protected hy fire brigades; but unless they
are included in this Bill they will not derive
any advantage from the reduction in the
preminms.  This rvemark- applies alse to
meadow hay. T am pleased to know that
the member far York has no objection to
the amendment.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. PERKINS: T move an amendment—

That a new section be added as fellows:—

€¢350C. If in the opinion of the Minister the
bush fire brigade of a loenl authority at any
time is mot of a reasenahle standard of eoffi-
ciency, the Minister may by notice published
in the *¢Government Gazette!’ deelare that any
approved area within the district of such loenl
anthority shall, as from n date to be sperified
in such notice, ccase to he an approved aren
for the purposes of this Art, and aecordingly
the provisions of section thirty-five B of this
Act shall as from such specified date cease
to apply to any crop situate within sueh aren
except in so far as regards crops on which
insutanee has been effected prior to such apeei-
fied date.”’

This amendment was drawn by the Parlia-
mentary Draftsman and T think it covers
adequatelv the matters on which T spoke at
some length on the second reading.

Amendment put and passed;

the elanse,
as amended, agreed to. ‘

Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.
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STANDING ORDERS.
Report of Committee.

Mr. PERKINS: This report, I think,
needs very little explapation. Members
have long been aware of the limi-
tations imposed by our Standing Orders
when, for some reasen, a member may be
speaking at fea-time on some matter and
it is desired to a&djourn the House at that
time. As the Standing Orders read at pres-
ent, it is impossible for such a member fa
continue his speech at a subsequent sitting.
Members are also aware thet difficulties
arise from time to time when it is known
that there is a desire to adjonrn the House
at a particular hour and a member wishes
to speak on some subject but knows that
the time available is too brief to enable him
adequately to cover it, and therefore is
reluctant to speak ai that juncture. That
has been causing complications in the work
of this House for some time.

The amendments to the Standing Orders
appearing in the report are more or less
self-explanatory. The wording of the re-
port is quite clear and there should be no
misunderstanding about it. T would draw
attention to the implications of the second
amendment, which provides that a meraber
who is granted leave to continue his speech
must be prepared to carry on immediately
the resumption of the debate is called. The
alteration dees not enable a member to be
interrupted in his speech by another mem-
ber intervening in the diseussion. Members
should be clear on that point. As indieated
at the bottom of the report, the procedure
suggested is taken from the practice in
Bouth Australis. TFrom the information
available to the Standing Orders Commit-
tee, the system has worked quite well else-
where.

Mr. SPEAKER: T would ask the hon.
member to move the two proposed altera-
tions separately.

Mr. PERKINS: The first Standing
Ovder dealt with is No. 157, and the re-
commendations is that after the word “dis-
eussion’’ in line 2, the words ““or hy leave
heing granted to a Member then speaking
to eontinue his remarks at a future time”’
he inserted. I move—

That the recommendation be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the recom-
mendation agreed to.
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Mr, PERKINS: The next Standing Or-
der deazlt with is No. 158, and the recom-
mendation of the committee is that the fol-
lowing words be added:—‘‘but a Member
who is granted leave to continue his re-
marks, if he fails te so continue immedi-
ately on resumption of the debate, shall
not spenk again at any subsequeni stage
of the debate.’”’ I move—

That the recommendation be ngreed to.

Hon, A, H. PANTON: I am not
sure gbout this recommendation, A
memhber might want to iake part in
the debate at the Committee stage. I
have no objection to a member’s not heing
given the right to continue his vemarks on
the second or third reading at some subse-
quent period if he is not prepared to do so
when the resumption of the debate is called,
but the Bill may be a big one and he may
wish to take part in the discussion in Com-
mittee. 1 would like fo know from the
Chairman of the Standing Orders Committee
whether the wording of the amendment
would prevent him from doing that.

Mr. PERKINS: My interpretation of
the point raised is that the term “debate™
relates to the second reading and has no
reference to the Committee stage, If the
member for Leederville looks at the other
Standing Orders, he will find that is the enly
interpreiation that ean be put on the amend-
ment,

Question pnt and passed; the recom-
mendation agreed to.

Report of Standing Orders Commiftee
adopted.

BILL—NEW TRACTORS, MOTOR
VERICLES AND FENCING
MATERIALS CONTROL,

As to Manager’s Withdrawal—DPoint of
Order,

Hon. J. B. Slecman: On a point of order,
Mr. Speaker. ., A few moments ago, this
House appointed the member for Canning
to «sServe as manager at a conference with
another place. 1 consider that the whole
procedure was irregular. BEarlier in the
evening, the member for North-East Fre-
mantle was appointed one of the managers
and before this House can appoint anyone
else it wust give the member for North-
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East Fremantle permission to withdraw.
The question should have been put, “Is it
the' wish of the House that the member for
North-East Fremantle be permitted to with-
draw ?" That wus not done, and I c¢laim the

provedure was irregular,

Mr. Speuker: My ruling is that if any
uvhjection ix taken, it must he taken at once.
The hon. member did, at the time, voice
=ome objection and was given my decision,
hnt he did not move to disagree, i

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: On -another point
of order! You pave ne ruling on the mat-
ter, Mr. Speaker. T cannot take exception
to a ruling until one is given. 1 am asking
for a ruling now: and if it is not as I desire
it to be, T will know what to do. How enn
one ohject to @ ruling that has not heen
miven? Tt is farcieal.

Mr, Speaker: 1 objert to the use of
the word “farcical,” and ask for a with-
drawal.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman:
and say that it is irregular.

Mr. Speaker: 1 took action at the time.
as requested, and there was no motion to
dispute my decision,

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Then I must
move that yonr decision now be dis-
agreed with, beeanse this Honse must do il
business  properly, and until vou give a
rling no-ane can take exeeption to it, You
allowed the member for Canning to be ap-
pointed one of the managers at a confer-
enee with another place hefore the member
for Nortli-Fast Fremantle had been given
permission to retire. The matter was not
one for deeision by the Minister or anyone
else in this House; it was the preperiy of
the- House, and the permission of the Honse
should have heen given to the member for
North-East Fremantle to withdraw as one
of the managers to the conference. T there-
fore move— .

That the House dizsent from the Speaker’s
ruling,

T will withdraw

Question pnf and negatived.

BILL—WHEAT POOL ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
T.. Thorn—Toodyay) .[10.11] in moving the

[ASSEMBLY.]

second reading said; The Wheat Pool came
into being in 1922 and from that dafe
operated voluntary pools to the decided ad-
vantage of wheatgrowers in Western Aus-
tralia.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Did you say 1922, -

or 19327

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I said,
1922, It was incorporated by an Aet of
Parliament in 1932. Since 1939 it has
acted for the Anstralian Wheat Board as
sole broker for the sale of wheat within
Western Australia, one of ils paying
agents, and one of its shipping agents.
Since the pool’s inceptiom, the undistri-
buted final small fractions of less than V4d.
per bushel from each of the voluntary
pocls and the investments of these frae-
tions have built up a substantial fund.
This fund has already proved of great value
to wheatgrowers. (ne instanee of this
was when experimental work was done in
the oarly stages of bulk-handling in this
State, and when Co-operative Bulk Hand-
ling Ltd. was formed,

Tha reserve fund was used to the full
at that time, and wheatgrowers in Western
Australia are rveaping the benefit today.

The trustees, however, feel they may be

restricted in their choiece of investments.
Tt is becoming mure and more the policy
of those with money entrusted to them to
find an outlet in such securities as safe
industrial shares, hut, under the Wheat
Poal Act, as it stands, the trustees ean-
not invest the reserve funds in such securi-
ties. Some superannuation trust funds
Jand lYife insurance companies, which are
particularly conservative, invest their funds
in the shares of reputable companies. The
trustees wish to take advantage of any
good, snitable investment whether

any other investment whieh they may think

it be |
shares, bonds, dehentures, real estate or

heneficial for the wheatgrowers of West-

ern Anstralia. In regard to that part of
the amendment dealing with real estate,
the trustees already have the necessary
power in the Wheat Pool Aet. The pre-
sent amendment merely states this in un-
ambigurus lapguage., 1 move—

That the Bill be now read i second time,

On motion by Hon. J. T. Tonkin, debate
afljeurned.



BILL—NEW TRACTORS, MOTOR
VEHICLES AND FENCING
MATERIALS CONTROL.

Conncil’s Messuge—Time for Holding
Conference.

Message from the Couneil received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Assembly’s request for an alteration of
the time fixed for the conference from 2
p.m. to 11.30 a.m.

BILL—POULTRY INDUSTRY
(TRUST FUND).

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. L.
Thorn—Toodyay) [10.:9]: in moving the
second reading said: This Bill is the result
of & request by representatives of the Poul-
try Farmers® Association of Westérn Aus-
tralia. It provides for the creation of a
trust fund, to be raised by a levy upon
eges marketed, and will be used in the in-
- terests of the poultry indusiry. Under the
Bill, the maximum allowable eontribution
is one penny for every 30 dozen egps mar-
keted. A committee to be known as ‘‘The
Poultyy Industry Trust Fund Committee”
will he constituted and consist of three
members appointed by the Governor. Two
members will be nominated by the Pouliry
Farmers’ .Assoeigtion and approved by the
Minister, and the other person will be a

representative of the Department of Agwi--

culture, nominated by the Minister, Tt was
the expressed desive of this association that
two members of the commntittee should he
nominated by that hody.

The tconstitution of the committee is
similar to that of the Fruit Growing Indus-
try Trust Fund, which has proved exeellent
for the purpose of that Act. Subject to
the general control by the Minister, the
Rill will be administered by the Under
Secretary for Agrieuliure. All costs of ad-
ministration will be paid cut of the fund.
" after the payment of administration
charges, and fees and allowances of mem-
hers of the eommittee, which are subjeet
to the approval of the Minister, moneys in
the fund may be used for any of the fol-
lowing purposes:—

{2} The payment of the whole or por-
tion of the costs and expenses of measures
taken to prevent or eradicale pests and
disenses affecting poultry and eggs.

(h) The payment of compensation to
produeers in respect of the whole or por-
tion of losses suftered by them as a result
of measures taken to prevent or eradieate
pests and diseases.

(¢) The payment of the ecosts of the
promotion and encouragement of scientific
research for the improvement of poultry
and egg production, and the transport of
such pounliry and eggs.

(d) The provision of financial help re-
commended by the committee and approved
by the Minister for the association and its
branches in the carrying out of its activi-
ties for the henefit of producers.

(e) Any other purpose, which, in the
opinion of the Minister, will promote and
encourage the pounltry industry.

A recent outbreitk of laryngotracheitis
has dewonstrated the urgent need for a
fund of this deseription. In the absence of
a fund to cover such losses, applications
were roceived by the Department of Agri-
culture from producers who were badly
hit. Beecause of this, the Government de-
cided te make frec of interest loans, re-
payable in five years, fo poultry farmers
who snffered such heavy losses through
laryngotracheitis that they would have
dillicnlty in earrying on. This policy has
heen carrvied into cffeet and loans advanced.
T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Rodoreda, debate
ddjourned.

Sitting suspended from 10.18 .
to 345 pam. (Thursday).

BILL—NEW TRACTORS, MOTOR
VEHICLES AND FENCING
MATERIALS CONTROL.

Conference Jlanagers’ Report.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
I beg to report that the managers ap-
poinfed by the Legislative Council and the
Legislative Assemhly to confer rewarding
the control and distribution of new
tractors, motor vehicles and fencing ma-
terials met and came to the following con-
clusions 1 —

As to the Legislative Council’s Amendment
XNo. 4, relating to fencing materials—agreed to.

As to the Legislative Council’s Amendment

Na, ‘5, -elating to motor vehicles—not apgreed
to.



The remaining amendments are consequen-
tial on the foregoing and will take effect
or be altered aceordingly. I move—

That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed, and a essage
avcordingly returned to tbe Council.

Council's Message.
Message from the Council received and
read notifving that it had agreed fo the
conferenve managers' report.

House adjonwrned at 348 p.m. (Thursday).

Legislative Couneil.
Thursday, 14th October, 1948,
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QUESTIONS.
PRICES CONTROL.
As to Hay and Chaff,

Hon, L. A, LOGAN (for Hon. A. L.
Loton) asked the Honorary Minister for

Agrienlture:
Is it the intention of the Prieces Control
Board— b

(1) To fix the prices for hay and chaff for
the 1948-1919 season?

{2) If “yey"
the prices for—
{a) wheaten hay, stooked, stacked:

(b} outen hay, stooked, stacked;
{¢} wheaten chaff f.o.r. country siding:
(d) oaten chaff f.o.r, country siding?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:

(1) No. Hay and chaff were decontrolled
by the Commonwealth authority in Novem-
ber, 1947, and are not controlled commodi-
ties under the State Prices Control Aet,
1948.

is {he reply, what are to he

CHARCOAL-IRON.
As to Costs and By-Prodyct,

Hon, W. J. MAXNN (for Hon. J. M. A.
Cunningham) asked the Chief Secretary:

(1) What was the tofal capital cost of
Wundowie charcoal-iron plant to the end of
August, 19482

(2) What was the total working cost since
the inception to the 3lst Aunpust, 19487

(3} What is proposed to be done with the
600 tons of wood tar produced?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(1) £447,482.

(2) £74,762,

(3) Wood tar is being used in place of
fuel oil and wood for heating and steam
raising purposes,

MOTION—INCREASE OF RENT (WAR
. RESTRICTIONS) ACT.

To Disallow Court Proceedings Regulations.

Debate resumed from the previous day ou
the following motion hy ITon. Sir Charles
Tatham —

That Regulations Nes, 10, 11, 12 and 13,
made under the Incrense of Rent {War Re-
strictions) Aect, 1939-1948, as published in the
“‘Government Gazette’’ of the 3rd September,
1948, and Iaid on the Table of the House on

the 14th September, 1948, be and are herehy
disallowed,

HON, G. FRASER (West) [4.35]: In
opposing the motion submitted by 8ir
Charles Latham, I regret that he iz not
present this afternoon. I shall not speak at
any great length, but I could wish that Sir
Charles were present so that I might tell
him that when I heard his speech I was
satisfied that he did npt know much about
these partienlar regulations, It appeared to



